


<_e 


geal emai cba > ial a 5 illite lia cig 


a 


FS iS ee: age ee 


aa ard mr 


ee Leet 















33p ConcREss, 2p Session. 





by one of his guns, pierced in an instant by 
ewenty or thirty arrows. Accounts disagree as to 
whether Lieutenant Grattan or the Indians gave 
the first fire. The weight of evidence is clearly, 
in my judgement, that the savages were the first 
assailants. It would also seem that it was a pre- 
concerted arrangement, on the part of the Indians, 
to decoy these men into their camp, under promise 
of delivering up the offending individual, and then 
massacre them, as they did. 
Mr. BENTON. I will answer the gentleman. 
Mr. HIBBARD. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri will, I trust, have an rtunity after I 
have concluded. I decline to yield from no feeling 
of discourtesy towards him. He has, doubtless, 
stated his honest opinion of the matter. My own 
is different. The reports on file go to show that 
Lieutenant Grattan’s y was first attacked. 
Be that as it may, the fact is clear that they were 
killed in the execution of a plain duty, in an at- 
tempt to punish a wanton destruction of the emi- 
grants’ property. It is wue that an Indian trader 
{Bordeau] gives a different account. He saysthat 
Grattan’s party fired first upon the Indians, That, 
sir, is the statement of an Indian trader, a Cana- 
ian Frenchman, as | understand, who married 
an Indian wife, and is said to be an adopted mem- 
ber of the tribe. His relations and interests are 
all with the Indians, and he now, as I understand, 
prefers a claim against the Government for dam- 
ages done to his property by the Indians on that 
oceasion. To e it appear that the loas was 
occasioned by the misconduct of our troops might 
give his claim a better color. Colonel Steptoe, 
an , whose statements are on file, have 
come to a different conclusion. -Decoyed by 
treachery into the Indian camp, surrounded by 
hostile savages, who had plotted his destruction, 
and were about to execute their plan, what 
matters it whether he or they struck the first blow? 
Was he to fall without a struggle or an effort to 
save himself and his little band? No, sir. He 
did no more than his duty. He fell, together with 
his gallant associates, all tered, and but one 
man escaped to tell the story of their destruction. 
age the hammer fell.} 
r. BENTON again addressed the committee. 
His remarks will be found in the A dix. 
The ques was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Hipsaap; and it was not agreed 


to. : 
Mr. WHITFIELD. As much has been said 
rin relation to the Indians in Kansas, and 
as it is known to most of the members of this 
House that for some time I acted in the capacity 
of agent, and reference been frequently 
made to my last annual report, | deem it to be my 


rivilege and duty to state what | know from 
parent eesemidil die tedar ebditen at che 
cine oe taba Ee ett Dee 
as well as of other tribes through which it was 
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i ._ Another act of inso- 
lence and outrage, which I may here mention, 
was ee last fall. ‘The agent was 
among them for the purpose of making a treaty, 
and paying their annuity 8. Their fRostile 
tentions bécame so manifest, and the so 
that he was compelled to flee in the 

ht for wy 
low, sir, if something is not done to prevent 
these lawless banditti from harassing the numer- 
ous trains which come from Santa Fé to Weston, 
Missouri, to obtain their annual supplies of goods, 






we may reasonably calculate upon a repetition of 


the tragic occurrences of last summer. Nay, the 


Indians, emboldened by impunity, will rise in their || 


demands upon each ing train. Blo com- 
bats will ead until as antics route to oo 


will present a scene of deadly conflict, attended 


with all the horrors which characterize savage 
warfare. A military force should be placed on 
this road, sufficient to afford protection to the 
traders and emigrants, and confine the savages to 
the limits assigned them by Government. The 
Camanches,. Kiowas, and Apaches, who inhabit 
the country bordering onthe Arkansasriver, have 
remained peaceable during the past summer, and 
if a satisfactory treaty shou'd be made with them, 
they will probably so continue, at least so far as 


emigrants and traders are concerned. If, how- | 
ever, ignoring, as they have done, the stipulations - 


of the treaty of 1853, they continue their depreda- 
tions upon New Mexico, there is no other alterna- 
tive left the Government than the employment 
agdinst them of a military force adequate to the 
purpose Of chastising them for past offenses and 
preventing their recurrence. 

To prevent an outbreak on the part of thesetribes 
—the Osages, Camanches, Kiowas, and Apaches— 
it is, in my opinion, necessary that from three to 
five hundred mounted men should be placed per- 
manently on the Arkansas river. Of the import- 
ance Of preserving friendly relations with these 
Indians, or if peaceable relations cannot be main- 

ed by treaty, of awing them into subjection by 
the presence among them of an adequate military 
force, some idea may be formed from taking into 
consideration the great extent and value of our 
inland commerce carried on between western Mis? 
souri and New Mexico. In addition to the large 
number of wagons which pene between Independ- 
ence and Santa Fé, loaded with goods for the 
New Mexican traders, the Government sends out 
by this read all its supp e military posts 
in New Mexico. Over this 


,» also, pass 
emigrant trains from Arkan d éaste ra Texas 
to California, with senightnegtierds of cattle and 
droves of horses. [ have myself seen as many as 
— at of this eet se S a 

na rt whi submitted to the 
Commissioner of ‘Indian Affairs in relation to the 
unfortunate affair of the 19th A t last, be- 
tween Lieutenant Grattan and the Sioux Indians, 
I stated what were my conclusions from all the 
evidence | was enabled to obtain. Whilst I have 
no desire to cast any reflection upon the memory 
of Lieutenant Grattan, (for what he has done is 

ed, and if he committed an error, he has 
made atonement with his life,) ifm Aerie that 
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there is some discrepancy bet my report and 
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New Stares....No. 65, é' 
and oa) > bP an led to the mas- 
sacre, shhooti ox_of an emigrant whilst 
in the 1S) tpt baeeal to the wagon. The 
facts are, that the animal killed by them was a 
lame cow, which had been either designedly 
abandoned 


‘- a 
by the or had escaped from 
them, and. by into ie village. 





lam that was ho premeditation 
on the part of the Sioux. Any one acquainted 
with the Indian character and habits knows that 
they never admit an enemy into their camp, amidst 
their women and children, for the purpose of 
bringing on aconfliet, Indians never permit their 
en and children to approach a battle field 
ng the time of an engagement—their custom 
ng to remove them as far as possible for safety. 
‘hig case, if the Sioux had desired to attack 
jera, they had every opportunity to do so, 
@ about twenty of the soldiers were, at the time, 
twenty miles distant from the fort cutting hay. 
This small party could have been easily destroyed 
by the Indians, and it is much more consistent 
with their character to suppose that they would 
| assail this small party with the certainty of an 
| easy victory, than that they should invite Lieu- 
| tenant Grattan and his command, armed with 
| muskets and two howitzers, into the midst of 
their village. As far ag the various trading posts 
are concerned, they are entirely at the mercy of 
| the Indians; but remained anmolested up to the 
| time of the affair at Laramie. Besides, the Gov- 
ernment has kept at Fort Laramie a herd of four 
or five hundred cattle, which have been frequently 
sent off several miles fer pasturage. The cattle 
could at any time have been taken by the Indiana, 
if, as is alleged, they were disposed to plunder 
public and private property. 

I have heard of but one other instance in which 
the Sioux have been charged with theft or rob- 
bery. It has been alleged against them that they 
Killed two cows belonging to the interpreter at 
Laramie. But there is no certainty whether this 
depredation was the act of the Sioux or the Chey- 
ennes. 

I am not here, sir, as the apologist or advocate 
of the Indians. But I wish to see justice done; 
and I defy any man to show any act of the Sioux, 
prior to 19th August last, evincing any hostility 
to the whites, or showing that they peemoceented 
acts of outrage. As | have stated, better oppor- 
tunities were often presented than that afferded 
by the presence among them of Lievtenant Grattan 
and his co: migrant trains were passing 
daily, frequently not more than three or four per- 
sone being together in one party. Large herds 
of cattle, attended by not more than ten or fifteen 

men, were also daily ing; and the Salt Lake 
mail, guarded by only three or four persons, 

ssed monthly, without any interruption or mo- 
| lestation. In ition to all these circumstances, 
| the important fact must not be overlooked, that at 
| the time of the forenaiee of Lieutenant Grattan 
| and his co y» Uh were encamped on a 





| spot where they in the habit of pone 
| ing is ree years. et eae ceably 
and la » awaiting of t nt. 
No hostile fea not “hall ase pre. 


viously exhibited by towards the whites; 
and it may be added, that if the Mormon emigrant 
whose cow was killed, had made proper exertions, 
e might at hoon recovered, or, at least, her 
i , and the subsequent unfortunate 
‘not have taken place. By the act 
kn db ihe. eee urse a 
e presen is account to 
ibe, and fy yment should 
Apmanded of the chi o Neer 
to emand, it would have 
the duty of the Commissioner of Indian 
‘to <educt the amount 
Thus the difficult 
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On the 13th of November last, five of the Sioux, || 
brothers end nephews of the Bear Chief, who || 
was mortally wounded on the 19th of August, in 
the affair at Laramie, attacked and killed the three 
mail carriers, and wounded Mr. Kincaid, who 
was traveling in their company from Salt Lake. 
This massacre was committed in revenge for the 
death of the Bear Chief. 1 have recently received 
a letter from Mr. Ward, who resides near Lara- 
mie, inciosing a statement of two of the Sioux 
chiefs, and detailing the circumstances of the || 
maurder of the mail party. The chiefs state that | 
they are willing to surrender the murderers, I | 
have no doubt that the chiefs are now sincere, but || 
I believe that the murderers will not be surren- || 
dered unless a respectable military force should be || 
sent into the country. 

There are other Lidiens that have stolen prop- | 
erty and coramitted murders on the Oregon road | 
during the emigrant season. Early in the spring | 
the Puncas come down to the North Platte, and es- || 
tablish themselves for the purvose of exacting toll | 
from the emigrants and stealing their property. | 
Several skirmishes took place last summer between | 
them and the whites, in which eeveral on both || 
sides were shot. Many horses and mules were || 
lost to the emigrants by the depredations of this:|| 
tribe. I learned from an old Indian agent, who; 
had been traveling among them last summer, that; 
when they returned from their marauding expedi- || 
tion, they brought with them over one hundred || 
horses and mules. 

The Pawnees, who inhabit the country on the 
south side of Platte river, are such old and hard- || 
ened offenders, and their numerous depredations | 
80 well known, that I do not deem it necessary to || 
do more than mention them in this connection. |! 
Daring the spring and summer it is almost impos- 
sible to take up a western paper that does not con- 
tain some account of the thefts and robberies 
committed by this treacherous, lawless, and ma- | 
rauding band. As these Indians infest the great || 
emigrant road to Oregon, and render it extremely || 
unsafe, it seems to me that the Government should || 
lose no time in stationing a force of three or four 
hundred men at Fort Kearny, to overawe and | 
punish these savage highwaymen, and afford pro- 
tection to the lives and property of the emigrants, 

Sir, the great question which this Government || 
must soon decide with respect to the Indians of 
the plains, is, vrhat is to be done withthem? The } 
tide of civilization rolling resistlessly onward, is 
driving them further and further towards those | 
vast, sterile wastes which separate the eastern | 
and western slopes of the continent. Hitherto the 
Indian has depended for subsistence mainly upon | 
the buffalo, which, in countless herds, roamed | 
over the vast plains between the Missouri river | 
and the Rocky mountains. But, these herds are || 
seen no more, or in greatly diminished numbers, 
and soon this noble animal, so long the pride of || 
the prairies, will have ceased to exist. What, 
then, becomes of the Indian, when, pressed by | 
hunger, and no longer able to subsist on the buf- || 
falo, he is driven to the dreadful alternative of 
starvation or robbery? Can any one doubt that | 
their depredations on the whites will increase until 
both: races, exasperated by mutual injuries, shall 
wage against each other a war of extermination? | 
To avert this direful calamity, which, from the | 
great superiority of the whites in numbers and | 

iscipline, must necessarily result in the extinction || 
of the Indian race, what course shall the Govern- 
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| 
j 





ment pursue? Shall it provide the means of sub- | 
sistence which nature seems about to deny them? | 
Shall it permit them to continue in their present | 
barbarous state, or attempt to reclaim and teach | 
them the arts of civilized life? These are ques- 
tions which I leave to the statesman and philan- 
thropist. I confess myself unable to arrive at a 
satisfactory solution, 

In this connection, it may not be inappropriate 
that I should say a word in relation to the policy 
of the Government of paying the Indians annui- 
ties in money. Observations of the prodigal and 
wasteful habits of the Indians, have convinced me 
that these annuities are attended with no benefit to 
either party, the giver orrecei on the contrary, 
the Indians regard these bou as an annual 
stipend paid to them to appease their anger, and 


ah Sat wg ne the whites, 
which, in their rade simplici imagine 
have the power to do. Irell ver of the See 


the Government—of the number of soldiers which 


| force usually employed by the Government on the 
| frontier, the frequent threats (never executed) || _ P 
with which they are so familiar, the late unfortu- || Stoned entirely by the rashness of Lieutenant Grattan, | 


| nate affair at Fort Laramie, have powerfully con- | 


| to the Indians, and who conducted towards them | 





their Great Father can send against them—and | 
they will laugh derisively, telling you they have | 
heard such talk before. Phe meagerness of the | 


j 
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tributed to deepen this feeling of contempt for our || 


supposed weakness, while their ideas of their 


own prowess and invincibility have, by the same || 


causes, been proportionably heightened. 

My own opinion of what should be the policy | 
of the Government at this time is, that a force 
should be sent into the Indian country sufficient | 


to overawe them, and prevent a bloody and ex- || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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pensive war. While, for the purpose of vindi- | 
cating the truth of history, I have shown that the | 
massacre at Fort Laramie was unpremeditated, | 
yet I believe the exasperation growing out of that 
affair, and other collisions to which I have re- | 
ferred, renders a general outbreak very probable, | 
unless the Government take proper precautions to 
avert it. I do not advocate a war of extermina- | 
tion. Ido not say that there should be any war. | 
ButI do say that something must be done to avert | 
it. 1 have been taught to believe that, in the | 
treatment of disorders of the body, ‘‘an ounce of | 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.” Apply 
this maxim in the management of our Indian 
affairs, and all will be well. Disregard it, and I | 
fear that thousands of lives, and millions of money, | 
must be the penalty we must pay for our culpable 
and suicidal apathy. : 

Mr. HIBBARD. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
deem it necessary to enter into a controversy with | 
the gentleman from Kansas about the matters 
stated in his report, which I have not had an op- | 
portunity to read. The gentleman not having 
been present at the scene of these occurrences at | 
the time, made his report upon such statements as | 
were given to him by others, and which he doubt- 
less believed to be correct. It is true, as the gen- 
tleman states, that Lieutenant Grattan had with | 
him an intoxicated interpreter, who was obnoxious | 


in an irritating manner on this occasion. The | 
evidence of some of the military officers substan- 
tiates that fact. | do not understand the gentleman | 
from Kansas to allege any other act of provocation | 
on the part of Lieutenant Grattan or his party. | 
Did that, sir, justify the conduct of the Indians? | 
They knew this interpreter, and his character 
well. They knew that Lieutenant Grattan and | 
his company were not responsible for his language. | 
Besides, it appears that Grattan desired to change | 
his interpreter, and proposed to Bordeau to go in | 
his place, but Bordeau declined, saying, in ad- | 
vance, that ‘‘those white men were going to be | 
killed.” 

I propose, sir, to read a letter from Colonel 
Steptoe, who was in the neighborhood at the time, 
who took pains to ascertain all the facts, whose 
character as an officer and asa man is so well and | 
so favorably known as to need no eulogy from me. | 
- Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What is the | 
amendment under consideration ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is to de- | 
crease the number of regiments from four to one. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Is this discussion in | 
order on that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. This discussion com- 
menced before the present occupant of the Chair 





\| took his seat this evening. In. his judgment it is 


not in order to go so much into detail in reference 
to the Indian wars. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I submit that my remarks 
are pertinent to that amendment; besides, this dis- 
cussion has already been begun and continued at 


length. 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will allow the 
gentleman from New Hampshire to reply, if the 
point of order be not insisted upon. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I will now read Colonel Step- 
toe’s letter. 
Mr. TWEED. [ object. 
Mr. HIBBARD. My remarks are in order, 
as showing the necessity for a greater force on the 
iers than the amendment proposes. Here is 
the letter of Colonel Steptoe: 


Great Sart Lake Crtv, Uran, 
September 29, 1854. ; 
My peak Genera: During the past weck, contradic- 
tory rumors of some difficulty between the Indians and the 
troops at Fort Laramie were rife here; but it was only upon 
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pense, which was only assu 


| of a gentleman there, that the surviving garrison is Prepared 


| 





|| and able to defend itself in any further 


i} 


Hearing it whispered about that the difficulty was occa. 


think it due to the memory of that young Officer that you 
shall be thoroughly informed as to tire facts, and therefore 
take i itberty of extracting from a private letter just re- 
ceived. 

Mr. J. H. Reid, a gentletnan who accompanied my com- 
mand as far as Fort Laramie, where he remained sick, 
writes: 

** The best authenticated account reems to be, that Mr, 
Grattan, expecting to get the Indian without any trouble 
went into the midst of the Indian village with his men ang 
pieces. He could not well have avoided this, as the lodges 
covered a space of three miles. The chief of the Brulies 
amongst whom the offender was staying, went with Mr, 
Grattan to the man, and he refused to go, saying, ‘ he had 
two guns and plenty of arrows, and would t’ About 
the time that Grattan regained his command, this Indian 
fired; Grattan then ordered his musketry to fire. The 
Indians, who had gathered about him, to the number of 
fiiteen hundred, perhaps, fell flat on their faces, and the 
balls passed over, as did also the whole charge of the 
pieces, which were fired immediately afterwards. The 
whole party was then destroyed, before either the cannon or 
the muskets céuld be reloaded. They were all killed with 
knives and arrows. Lieutenant Grattan had dismounted 
aud given his horse to one of the men, while he worked as 
gunner, and was found where he fell, by the side of his 

jece.?? 

. This statement shows that Lieutenant Grattan did not 
take the initiative ; and it goes to confirm my opinion, that 
the attack upon the troops was part of a deliberate plan. 
Why the attack was not followed by one upon the fort I do 
not know. 

Mr. Reid inveighs severely against the traders, a number 
of whom were in the vicinity. He asserts that they behaved 
in a dastardly manner, fleeing from their stone and adobe 
houses, which could have been easily defended, and not 
even stopping at the fort to give information thata fight had 
taken place. 

My only purpose in troubling and intruding upon you 
with this letter, is to throw a litle light upon the matter in 
justice to Mr. Grattan. 

I have the honor to be, General, very truly, your friend, 

E. J. STEPTOE, 
General Davis, Washington, D. C. 


To show that the massacre was probably pre- 
concerted, I will read an extract from a letter from 
Mr. McGraw, who was in the vicinity of the fort 
at the time of the difficulty. He is now in this 
city, and his character will be vouched for by all 
who know him: 


* Such being the state of feeling on the part of these In- 
dians, and such their desire of vengeance against the force 
stationed at Laramie, it is easy to conceive, and such, in- 
deed, is the fact,that they resorted to false pretenses for 
the purpose of luring the detachment of troops into their 
power. They had no intention of surrendering any one of 
their men into the hands of the United States, and they had 
made ample preparation for the massacre which ensued. 
An evidence of this is the fact that they had removed their 
women and children to the cotton wood, six or seven miles 
distant, and that they were in a state of complete readiness 
for action. When Lieutenant Grattan found that he had 
been trifled with, and that there was no intention of giving 
up the Indian he went to receive, he thought he had gone 
too far to retire without an assertion of the dignity of the 
Government. He, therefore, in the hope of intimidating the 
Indians into a compliance with his demand, fired two field 
pieces into the tops of their lodges, doing no injury to any 
one. This was instantly followed by a flight of arrows, 
which struck down all of the party except five, as is sup- 
posed, before preparation for firing in return had been made, 
and before the danger had been ived. Some of the 
troops—how many is not known—fired upon the Indians, and 
one chief received three wounds; but whether they were 
all inflicted by gun shots, or some of them by the arrows of 
the Indians, is uncertain. ‘The whole was the work of an 
instant. Most of the slain received many wounds, and 
Lieutenant Grattan had no less than twenty-four. The 
whole party was sealped; those who wore beards had their 
chins sealped, and the bodies were otherwise horribly mu- 
tilated. ‘These barbarous and wanton atrocities give = 


; contradiction to the pretense set up on 


Tudians, that they were acting in self-defense, and sought 
to avoid the conflict. Further proof, if it were needed, 
may be found in the fact t when the affair was over, 
they retired to a trading post in the neighborhood of the 
disaster, and there, flourishing the trophies of their victory, 
boasted that they bad been lied to and deceived; that they 
had been told that one soldier could killten Indians; but 
now it was seen that one Indian could kill ten soldiers ; 
and that the big guns were no account.” - 

{ have heard, not without ise, expressions 
that have fallen from Ronarabls gent this 
evening. I am sure, sir, their own cooler judg- 
ments would not approve them. I knew Lieuten- 
ant Grattan a He wba Th Ten, State, 
my constituent, and my nei young, 
no braver or truer-hearted man is in the Soseiey 
service. Is it not , sir, that he has thus 
fallen; that he has out his blood and his 
life in defending our frontier fiom a savage foe? 
It is true that he was i i in the habits 


and character of the Indians; but is that a reason, 
in the absence of any act of misconduct or pro- 
vocation on his part, why he should have 


18 


mu! 
our 
pior 
ciles 
neit 
pun 
upo 
nat 
thal 
mol 
ort 
cou 
citi 
wiv 
and 
mo! 


ins 
wit 
sail 
thit 
hav 
of « 
var 
us, 
ize 
tor 
to | 
Jan 


blo 
thi 
tige 
for 
ity 
Op} 
hu 


unl! 
res 


“7 


“ss @ 


ee ee ee ee ae ae ae. 








1855. 


— 


murdered in cold blood, his death be unavenged, 
our frontiers be left without protection, and our | 
pioneers and emigrants become the prey of a mer- | 
ciless foe who keeps no faith, whose cruelty spares 
neither-age nor sex, and who, emboldened by im- | 
punity for past offenses, is now gathering in force 
upon our western borders for a more indiscrimi- 
nate and more general destructiun. Sir, I have, 
thank God, none of that philanthropy which 
mourns over the imaginary wrongs of the red man | 
or theblack, but has no protection for our own 
country invaded and laid waste, no tears for our | 
citizens butchered, their dwellings burned, their | 
wives and children made victims of the tomahawk | 
and the scalping knife, or reserved for outrages | 
more terrible than death itself. ; 
Mr. WALSH. I move to strike out two, and | 
insertone. Mr. Chairman, | have listened to-day 
with a great deal of attention to what has been | 
said upon this question. I believe 1 know some- 
thing about the Indian character and history. I 
have myself been among them in different regions | 
of our country. I have seen them in all the several | 
varieties in which they, at present, exist amongst | 
us, from the wildest and freest, to the most civil- 
ized and subdued. What, sir, has been the his- 
tory of their treatment by us? Why, from the, | 
to them, fatal day on which the so-called Pilgrims 
landed at Plymouth, up to the present hour, it has | 
been one of perfidy, plunder, persecution, and 
blood. Shall we still persist in this dishonorable, 
this atrocious policy, until the last dwindling ves- 
tige of this once happy, but now deplorably un- | 
fortunate race are sacrificed te the inhuman cupid- || 
ity of the monsters who are eagerly anxious of an 
opportunity to plunder them of their remaining || 
hunting grounds? Westward we have driven them, || 
league by league, with such wanton cupidity, that, | 
unless we speedily desist, they will soon have no | 
resting place left save beneath the waves of the | 
Pacific. 
In my opinion, if peace with the red men is | 
really our object, it can be much more readily and | 
permanently secured, without either regulars or | 
volunteers, by the Government sending, as its 
agents among them, honest, humane, and mag- 
nanimous men. Yes, sir. Do but simple justice 
to the Indians, and, notwithstanding the gross 
vices which you have incorporated into their char- 
acter, while denying them all the benefits of your | 
civilization; notwithstanding the countless and 
atrocious wrongs which have been perpetrated | 
upon them, you will do more to secure a sincere 
and lasting peace with them than can ever be 
effected by the brutal employment of your whole 
Army multiplied ten times over. I have never 
been, I believe, accused of any mawkish sensi- | 
bility on the question of war. I have no opposi- || 
tion to the shedding of blood when it is in defense 
of the national honor, or in support of our coun- | 
try’s rights. I do not care if oceans flow, so long 
as some great compensating good to mankind gen- 
erally shall result from it; but when human life || 
is profusely sacrificed, with no higher or worthier 
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| displeasure of Congress? Because these excesses || £55; a second lieutenant of artillery and infantry, $47; & 





purpose sought to be accomplished than that of | 
following up and hunting down, with a heartless, 
insatiable, and God-accursed pertinacity, a poor 
heart-broken race, now melted down to a moiety | 
in numbers so meager that, if the whole of them 
were located in one of the petty principalities of 
Germany, they would not excite apprehension, 
the act shall ever meet my most unequivocal con- 
demnation, and the instigators my most bitter and 
heartless execration. 

Sir, we have millions upon millions of acres of 
public domain already untouched. You have 
voted away tens of millions—nay, hundreds of 
millions of acres during this very Congress to 
railroad companies, land-jobbers, and, in short, to 
every conceivable purpose under heaven, while 
pe have, at the same time, been wringing it 
rom the Indians by the most shameless one 

v 





of treaties, in many instances th 
connivance and coéperation of their own chiefs, 
who have been bribed for the base and unholy 
purpose of betraying the confidence, sacrificing 
the rights and property 5 Sere blasting the hopes 
of their own people. Yes, air! while the mem- 
bers of these tribes are dragging out a miserable 
existence in the most squalid wretchedness and 
ey Re pe: how often do we see their chiefs 

ere, elsewhere, board at our most costly 
hotels, and wearing bededeini: and huge silver 
medals, which, though bearing lying inscriptions, 






are in reality presents for their perfidy—memen- | 
toes of their shame. 

Let us change this inhuman policy. Let us do | 
as William Penn did in Pennsylvania. Let us | 
act justly, kindly, and if need be, forbearingly to- | 
wards these r creatures, aud there will be no | 


| cause for sending troops to butcher what is left of 


them. They are melting away before our supe- | 
riority, as the snow melts before the genial heat | 
of the vigorous spring sun. In Heaven’s name | 
let them melt as quietly. I suppose, however, 
that troops will be sent. Indeed it is very evident, | 
from what has already transpiréd, that the pro- 
yr increase will be granted, so that it is onl 
eft for us to say what character of troops shall 
compose that increase. While I sincerely and 
bitterly deprecate the state of affairs which ts said 
to call for a larger force, lam willing to protect 
those who, without having had any agency in 
producing the existing feeling among the Indians, | 
are likely to be made its victims. 

For this reason, and this only, I am willing to 
vote for four more regiments—but not for volun- 
teers. The arguments which have been offered 
here to-day in favor of volunteers are, tomy mind, 


What has that argument been? Why, that those | 
regiments should be composed of volunteers, 


because then they can be filled up of men on the | 


feontier—of those who live alongside the Indians, 


and know them better than others can. Sir, it || 


might have been added with equal truth, and ten- 
fold more force, that the Indians know them, too, 
far better than we do. What! take your volun- 
teers from the very margin of the Indians’ lands 
which they so eagerly crave, when each and every 
one of them are directly interested in creating a 
quarrel which will enable them to steal a portion 


{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. ORR. I am opposed to the amendment of | 
the gentleman from New York, and in favor of 


the passage of the amendment as it came from the | 


Senate without change or alteration. Mr. Chair- 
man, with reference to the subject-matter which | 
has bten incidentally introduced into this debate, | 


I desire to remark, that when the honorable gen- || 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Benton] brings the || 
| attention of the House to the excesses and out- 


rages committed by the regular soldiers, and by 
the officers of the regular Army, is it to be inferred 


that all your soldiers and all your officers in the || y 
y 77 1] 875; a first lieutenant of cavairy, $65; a first lieutenant of 


regular Army should come under the ban of the 


have been committed in the cases to which the 
gentleman from Missouri has referred, is the reg- 
ular Army to be destroyed and the country hence- | 


| 


forth to rely for protection solely upon volun- || 


teers? Sir, I think if you will go back and exam- 


ine the history of the acts of the volunteer forces || 


of the country, you will find that atrocities have | 


of those enumerated by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri. The excesses, referred to by the gentle- 
man from Missouri, then, ought not to determine 
the committee to vote against the Senate amend- 
ment on that ground. If there be no other objec- 
tion to the segues of the amendment, it should 
most certainly be voted on favorably by the com- 
mittee. Sir, | think the regular troops are the most 
efficient troops for all purposes. It is the Indians 
upon the plains that you are to send your troops 
to, and if you send volunteers there they will em- | 
bark ina regular Indian hunt. They will go there | 
for the purpose of cutting and hewing down these | 
Indians. ‘They will not wait to find a hostile red | 
man; they will level their rifles at the first one| 
they meetand bring himdown. It will be impos- 
sible for the officers to restrain their men from 
committing excesses, even if they desire to do so. 
But, sir, the soldiers of your lar Army will 
be posted at certain localities, to be selected by a 
common general; and the troops will only be 
called out in case of actual hostilities upon the 
part of the Indians. I think it is a misapprehen- 
sion to suppose, as the understanding seems to be 
in some quarters, that we are engaged in a uni- 
versal Indian war. A large portion of the Indians 
one our frontiers are emigrant Indians, who are, 
| of them, on terms of peace with the United 
States. The plain Indians, those who reside upon 
the plains in the far West—they may be properly 
designated as wild Indians—are the ones who are 
committing the depredations. And it is these 


been committed of as barbarous a character as any | 
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Indians that we are to guard againet and to restrain. 
And, sir, | take it for granted it is perfectly evi- 
dent that we can never succeed in restoring them 
to peace. Wecan never prevent these depreda- 
tions from being committed, until we have a force 
there sufficient to overawe them and deter them 
from further hostilities. 

Now, sir, in the case of Lieutenant Grattan, I 
think the statement of the gentleman from Kansas 


(Mr. Warren] is corroborated in every mate- 





|| rial fact by the statements of the officers who were 


in that neighborhood. [ think it was unfortunate. 


|| { think the aneny could have been, and should 


| have been, avoid But it should be remem- 
bered that he was a young man, and some allow- 
/ ance should be made for his want of proper dis- 
cretion. He has paid the penalty of his indiscretion 
by his consignment to an early and inglorious 
| grave. Inglorious, because the kind of military 
service our troops are engaged in in our Indian 
warfare weave no laurels upon their brow. Sir, 
he only graduated at West Point last year, and, 
of course, lacked the experience which older men 
| have, and which, if he had, would have saved this 


|| young man from the sad consequences of his rash 
the strongest which could be urged against them. || 


conduct. 

But, sir, these Indians are carrying on the hos- 
tilities to an extent that should be permitted no 
longer. Some of the tribes, we are told, have now 
with them as many as eight hundred prisoners, 
Mexicans and Americans, kept by them, and 
| treated by them as slaves. Sir, is it the policy of 
| our Government to permit this state of things to 

continue? Lam no advocate for hostilities towards 
| these savages if they can be restrained by any 
| other means. Treat them tenderly, if you can 
| restrain them by that means. Bat it is unneces- 





|| sary for me to say that the lives and liberties of 
of it. 


| our citizens must be protected, and that they can- 
| not be protected unless you send a military force 
| there for that purpose, 
|  [Elere the hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Watsn’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. EDGERTON. | offer the following amend- 
| ment, to come in at the end of the Senate amend- 
ment: 


And that the monthly pay proper of the several grades of 
the Army, hereinafier enumerated, shall be at the following 
rates: A major general, $250; a brigadier general, $150: 
| a colonel, $135; a lieutenant colonel, $115; a major, $95; 
| a captain of cavalry, $85; a captain of artillery and intantr 


artillery and infantry, $57; a second lieutenant of cavalry, 


| cadet, $33. 
Tae the surgeon general and paymaster generai of the 
| Army shall be allowed the pay and emoluments of a colonel. 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
| The amend ment of the gentlemen from Ohio is not 
in order. It proposes to change the existing law. 
Mr. EDGERTON. Well, sir, how is it a prop- 
| osition to change existing laws more than the 
| amendment of the Senate. The amendment of the 
Senate provides for soldiers, and I think it is in 
| 


order to such an amendment to determine the rate 
of pay they shall receive. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. It proposes to estab- 
lish the rate of pay for the whole Army. Unless 
the rate of pay proposed is different from that 
provided for by law, the effect will be to change 
the law, and the amendment would not, therefore, 


be in order. If it is the same, then the amend- . 


ment is unnecessary. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I ask if it is not as much 
in order to regulate the pay of a regiment as it is to 
raise the regiment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment not to be in order. 

Mr. BARRY. I have an amendment which is 
in order, and which I desire to offer to the twenty- 
first Senate amendment. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Does the Chair decide my 
amendment to be out of order? 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairhasso decided. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. PHELPS. It is too late. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi having been recognized, the gentleman 
from Ohio cannot take the floor from him to appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BARRY. I move to amend substitu- 
ting five regiments for the four provided for in the 
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Senate amendment. Mr. Chairman, gentlemen | question of order, when he has heard more of the 


may talk here day after day, and night after night 
about treating the Indians kindly. Well, sir, I 


think the true policy is to treat them kindly so | 


long as it is consistent with the safety of our citi- 
zens, but if the idea is as it seems to be, upon the 
part of some gentlemen, to civilize the Indians 
and make white men of them, I say the idea is 
sisoply an absurdity. I am not for waging a war 
of extermination against them. I am for treatin 
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remarks of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. LYON, (resuming.) When Lewis and 
Clark were appointed by President Jefferson, they 
were chosen because they had some knowledge 
and experience, and what kind of fate did they 
meet with? The Indians, nine times nine stronger 
than they are now, met them everywhere with 
kindness and friendship. And later than that, we 
have seen John C. Frémont, with a little band of 


them kindly, for elevating them if I can, but, || men, pursue his devious road to the golden shores 
t, that to suppose them capable of becoming || of the Pacific, meeting the chiefs everywhere in 


discretion of the Anglo-Saxon race is an absurd- 
ity. 


of friendship that are the golden chains and the 
best chains of peace. 


80 far civilized and elevated as to exercise the | friendship, winning their respect, and forming ties 


Now, sir, as to the kind of force needed to send.|| Sir, we shall have another Seminole war upon 


to the West for the suppression of these Indian | 


hostilities, 1 think the regular force is far prefer- 


able to any other. Whenever you want a force | 


te do deeds of daring, regardless of life, and re- 


gardiess of whatever cons.quences may ensue, | 


your yolunteer force, sciected from the people, 
with personal friends, personal courage, and per- 
sonal reputation to sustain them, are the men. 
But if you want peace preserved upon the dis- 
puted frontier never send such men out to keep 
peace. They volunteer not for peace, but for war. 
hey go out, not to come home with bloodless 
laurels, but to come home with sanguinary laurels 
pene = upon meee battle-fields. Men do not 
eave their peaceful homes to go through an idle 
period of volunteer service. They go out because 
they think there is occasion for military service; 
they go out to fight, and do not want to come 
hore until they have had a fight. If, therefore, 


you send volunteers upon your frontier, exceptin | 


case of an emergency, you send men to get up a 
fight, and not to suppress difficulties. They are 
men of gallantry and courage, and go out for war 
and not for peace. If you want war with these 
Indians, send out your volunteers, and they will 
exterminate them. They will act with the most 


reckless disregard of their own lives, as wellas of | 


the lives of those they are at war with. The very 


nature of their service is a recklessness of danger. || 


They go out for glory, and for the honor of the 
flag under which they march. 

"(Here the hammer fell.] 

r.GREEN WOOD. Ido notrise for the pur- 

pose of engaging in this discusssion, but simply 
to oppose the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi, and to appeal to the com- 
mittee to proceed to vote directly on the proposi- 
tion pending before them. 

Ever since we have been here this evening we | 


have been violating the express rule of this House, | 


that debate shall be confined to the question under | 
consideration. Gentlemen have wandered from | 


us unless due discretion is exercised in sending 
men of enlarged experience to take command of 
these far-off posts; and, for that reason, I hope 
|| that extra compensation will be given to the men 


who 
{Here the hammer fell.] 





the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New York. I believe that there is abundant evi- 
dence before us to satisfy the House that there is 
| a necessity for an increase of the military force of 


| of the Interior that there are in the country lying 





mountains one hundred and eighty-five thousand 


others, that those Indians occupying that territory 


| upon the whites in the spring. The reports of 
| the Secretary of War, the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, and the Indian agents, and the let- 
ters and newspapers which we receive daily from 
the West, show that such depredations have re- 
cently been committed by the Indians in that ter- 
| ritory as indicate a fixed purpose on their part to 
open their hostilities against the whites in the en- 
| suing spring. This territory is traversed annuall 

by thousands of American citizens, carrying wit 

them millions of dollars worth of property. Sir, 
this Government owes to those citizens protection 
|| to life and property in return for obedience on 





|| their part. Are gentlemen, then, willing to fold’ 


their arms, and make no provision for the protec- 
|| tion of the lives and property of our own people, 
going to our own country on the Pacific, stimu- 
ated by the inducements that the Government has 
held out to them? 

Gentlemen tell us that there is no necessity for 
an increase of the Army, that these difficulties are 


the propositions which have been submitted for || brought about by the wanton conduct of white 


the purpose of indulging in remarks of a character | 
expressly prohibited by the rules; and I give | 
notice now that I shall, in future call every gen- | 
tleman to order who discusses anything but the | 
proposition immediately pending. 

"Fhe question was then taken on Mr. Barry’s 





— It is true that white men have acted wrong- 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
decides that it is not in order to discuss the con- 
duct of white men or of Indians in the controversy. 
The gentleman must confine his remarks to 2; 


amendment; and it was rejected. | question whether we ought to have four new 


Mr. LYON. I move toamend the amendment, | 
80 as to make the number of regiments one instead | 
of four. Mr. Chairman, I believe that it is for the | 
interest of this Government to maintain an efficient 
army of cavalry aud infantry upon the frontier, 
afd that it should belong to the lar service. 
But while I believe that, let me sary that weshould | 
not overlook the fact that men should be selected | 
for the command of these companies who have 
had long experience, and who have knowledge, 
aiso, and not green Cadets but one year old from 
West Point, who go to these far-off posts with no 
know! of human nature, no knowledge of the 
indian er, and no experience, and who are 
the causé of these massacres all over the western | 
country. 

p- GREENWOOD. I rise to a question of 
order. 

Mr. LYON. [hope If am not to be gagged. 

Mr. GREENW - I do not want to gag 
the peasant but he is out of order, and I have 
& right to call him to order, and I doit. I make 
the point of order that the gentleman is 
from the question before de committee. — 


Mr. LYON. The gentleman himself wandered 
from the proposition befo Cid est 


regiments or only one. 

Mr. OLIVER. I understood, Mr. Chairman, 
that the widest latitude of debate has been extended 
to us. 

TheCHAIRMAN,. Quite too wide. [Laugh- 


ter. 

ir. OLIVER. My argument is te show the 
necessity of the increase of the Army. It has 
been asserted on the floor here that these massa- 
cres are breught on by the whites, and if so, this 
is an important matter for the consideration of the 
committee. If the Fort Laramie massacre was 
brought about by the improper conduct of troeps 
there, it may be, perhaps, used as an argument 
against the increase of the Army. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
line of argument to be out of order. 

Mr. OLIVER, I am opposing the amendment 
to reduce the number of regiments from four to 
one. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman from 
Missouri will confine his remarks to that single 


question. 
Mr. OLIVER, Other gentlemen have been 
allowed a latitude in debate. 


re the committee when || The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Mis- 


souri will allow the Chair to say he is required to 


he ope oe an now. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide the || enforce the rule, and will attempt to do it, 





who occupy them, instead of to these who come | 
| here to Washington to lobby for places, and | 


Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. 1 am opposed to | 


| the country. It is reported to us by the Secretary | 


between the Miesissippi river and the Rocky | 





| Indians, thirty thousand of whom are warriors. | 
We are assured by the Secretary of War, and | 


| are confederating with a view to a general war | 








Mareh 1, 


a 
Mr. OLIVER. I hardly know what line of 


argument to pursue. But I desire to remark, in 
connection with what I was saying, that while | 
have the highest confidence in the statement of the 
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. Wuitriexp] in his 
report on this subject, that report is based upon 
testimony which he received from others. Here 
is the report of Mr. Bond-—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that that line of argument is notin order. The 
first part is clearly in erder, showing the necessit 
of there being four regiments raised insfead of 
one; but the latter portion is not. 

Mr. OLIVER. I was arguing that the Army 
should be increased, and | was showing that by 
referring to the depredations committed by the 
‘Indians on our people. The Indians have com- 
menced the war. It has been commenced by them, 
and we apply for the increase of the Army asa 
protection for the people from the tomahawk and 
scalping-knife of these red fiends on the plains. 
Whorecollects not the unhappy fate of the lamented 
Mrs. White, who was taken captive by the bar- 
barians, and who, on an attempt being made by 
her countrymen fo rescue her, was basely shot, and 
her innocent infant’s head dashed against a tree? 
These things are recent. Lieutenant Grattan and 
his party who, a few months ago—— 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

he question was taken on the amendment of 
the gentleman from New York; and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. For the purpose of 
giving my views in relation to this matter, | move 
to amend by increasing the number of new regi- 
ments two, so as to make the regiments to be or- 
ganized six, instead of four. I hope, Mr. Chair- 
man, I will be able to occupy my five minutes 
without interruption, and | will try to keep in 
order. We have a very large frontier, some thou- 
sand miles of it; aud there are between thirty 
thousand and forty thousand warlike savages on 
this frontier. Our Army,as it is, is not sufficient 
to afford protection to the settlers and to the emi- 
grants on their route. It is notable toafford them 
that protection which our Government ought to 
extend to its citizens. It will be therefore neces- 
sary to increase the regiments in the regular ser- 
vice, for they alone can afford permanent protec- 
tion. It is nonsense to talk oe volunteers to 
serve against the Indians. Volunteer troops are 
good in a battle; they are made up of gallant men 
who go to war—— 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Oregon is not in order in discussing the 
comparative merits of volunteer and regular forces 
at this stage of the question. 

Mr. LANE. I only wanted to say that I have 
a high opinion of volunteers, and now I drop that 
subject. : 

I wish to repeat what my friend from Missouri 
(Mr. Oxtver] has said, that the bleod of your 
people lying on the plains, with their bones bleach- 
ing the highways on the epigrent trail, is calling 
on this House for revenge. The friends of those 
who h&ve been massacred, tomahawked, and 
burned to death in the most savage manner, with- 
out cause, without provocation, without any in- 
jury being inflicted on the Indians by the whites, 
are calling upon Congress for protection and for 
revenge. The whole country, from Maine to the 
Pacific must see the necessity there is for increas- 
ing the regular Army. A regular army can alone 
afford us protection, for they will be permanently 
in the service, pemenencly on duty. And depots 
can be established. to furnish men when required. 
Iam perfectly well acquainted with the regular 
Army. ‘I am well acquainted with its officers; 
and i am sorry that it should be out of order to 
talk of Lieutenant Grattan, and the death of that 
gallant young man. I know but few officers of 
our Army, none, indeed, who have not proved 
themselves worthy, faithful, and nt men in 
battle—men of sound decision, sound judgment, 
and kind hearted, who treat the Indians kindly in 
peace, but are ever ready to punish them in war. 

Such a force the country needs, and without it 
our people cannot settle up the frontiers from 
Texas to the Pacific. We cannot settle up New 
Mexico without a force adequate to protect the 
settlers. Nor can poigenn cross the plains from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, unless the Government 


rds them protection. committee will rec- 
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State of my excellent friend here—Missouri—and | The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
which fell into the hands of the Indians, or rather || gentleman from California must confine his argu- 


was attacked by the Indians, and every one of that | 
party of nineteen—men, women, and 
were put to death. The accounts of it you have 
all read. Itis too horrible to relate. It was a 
massacre without cause; and will any man say 
that the Indians who committed that terrible mas- 
sacre should not be punished? 
Here the hammer fell.] 
he question being on the adoption of Mr. 
Lane’s amendment— 
Mr. LANE. I ask to withdraw my amend- 
ment. 
The amendment was withdrawn. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I am opposed to the Senate | 
amendment, and want a vote to be taken upon it. 


Mr. EDGERTON. I propose the following | 
amendment: 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

And that the monthly pay of officers shall be as follows: 
A major general, $250; a brigadier general, $150; a col- 
onel, $135 ; a lieutenant colonel, $115; a major, $95 ; a cap- 
tain of cavalry, $85: a captain of artillery, and infantry, 
$75; a first lieutenant of cavalry, $65 ; a first lieutenant of 
artillery, and infantry, $57; a second lieutenant of cavalry, 
$55; a second lieutenant of artillery, and infantry, $47; a 
cadet, $33; and the surgeon general and paymaster gen- 
eral, shall have the pay and allowances of a colonel: Pro- 
vided, That an officer absent from duty, except by reason of | 
wounds received in action, fora longer period than at the 
rate of one month per year, shall, for the time of such ab- 
sence, be entitled only to his pay and service rations, and 
no other allowances. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a 
that the amendment submitted 
from Ohio is not in order. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Astheamendment changes 
existing law it is not in order. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I will ask if the amend- 
ment of the Senate does not propose to change 
existing law? I take an ditpedl from the decision | 
of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the | 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio to be out | 
of order. From that decision the gentleman takes | 
an appeal, and the question now is, ‘* Shall the | 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the | 
committee ?’’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I think that 
these various propositions have been sufficiently 
discussed, and I would suggest the propriety of 
suspending the rule authorizing five minutes’ de- | 
bate. Unless we do, we shall not get through 
with this debate to-night. The committee might | 
rise, and in the House we could then pass such a 
resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee propose that the committee rise? 

Mr. STANTON, Ifthe proposition meets with 
general approbation I would like to do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will with- 
draw the motion I think we will soon dispose of 
the bill, as there seems to be a disposition mani- | 
fested to get through with the bill as soon as pos- | 
sible. If debate springs up again, I will unite | 
with him in suspending the rule authorizing the | 
five-minute debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the | 
gentleman from Tennessee that he will endeavor 
to confine debate to the propositions before the 
committee. 

Mr. STANTON. _I withdraw my motion. 

Mr.McDOUGALL. I move to insert, after the 
words ** two regiments,”’ the words “‘ five hundred 
volunteers.”’ I offer this amendment for the pur- 
pose of expressing my own convictions as to what 
is necessary legislation upon this subject. Repre- | 
senting that part of the country upon the Pacific 
coast interested in the line of communication be- 
tween the Atlantic sea-board and the Pacific, I 
suppose that my colleagues and myself have a 
deeper interest in this pending question than any 
other Representatives upon the floor of the House. 
Now, it is a well known’ fact to ev member 

this floor, that the State of California, one 
of the States of this Union, upon the shores of the 
Pacific, is cut off, separated, atid divided, by im- 
passable barriers, from the States of this Confed- 
eracy upon the Atlantic sea-board and in the valley 
of the ee This is a well known fact, 
and legislation, I say, therefore, is necessary for 
eae of securing the integrity of this Union, 
which does not now exist. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I call the gentleman to order. 
He is clearly wandering from the question. 


} 


uestion of order, 
y the gentleman | 








children— | 


|| same way. 





ment to the necessity of raising five hundred vol- 
unteers. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I say that these five hun- 
dred volunteers are necessary for the purpose of 
effecting a communication between the Atlantic 
sea-board and the Pacific coast. I have no inten- 
tion of violating the rules of this committee, but 
I wish to prove that an increased force is neces- 
sary for the purpose of securing this communica- 
tion. I wish to prove, in the first place—and that 
| is the basis upon which [ make my argument—that 
| my amendment is auxiliary to that end. Our 
present Army was not formed for the present time 
| and for a Republic as expanded as our own, and 





the Confederacy. 


why the regular Army is not sufficient for our 
present purposes, is not in order, and the Chair 
1s compelled to decide that the line of remark in- 
dulged in by the gentleman is not in order. 

r. McDOUGALL. I am only laying down 
the premises upon which I predicate my con- 
clusions, and I cannot make myself understood 
without having that privilege. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must con- 
fine himself to the necessity of providing these 
five hundred volunteers. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. There is now known to 


Apaches, Camanches, Utahs, and other great 
tribes of Indians, from the extreme northern to 
the extreme southern limits of the frontier. Spring 
is opening, and emigration over the plains will 
properly commence in April or May. 


itary purposes; and I hold, too, that a force is 
of emigration to keep open the communication for 
this year. 
formidable enough to go out upon the frontiers 


make peace and adjust terms. That force must 





gration and to demand respect from the Indian 
tribes upon the frontier. 
Here the hammer fell. } 

r. BRIDGES. I am opposed ‘to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from California, and | ask 
a vote upon it. I do it for the purpose of dispos- 
ing of this amendment ina brief manner, and I 

| hope every amendment will be disposed of in the 


enough of this kind. 
The question was taken on Mr. McDovcatv’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 
Mr. SKELTON obtained the floor. 
_Mr. SEWARD. 
tion. 


his privileged question. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
upon this side of the House can be heard at all? 
[Laughter. 


The CHATRMAN. That is not a question of 


privilege at‘all. 

Mr. SKELTON. 
ment: 

At the end of the section add the following : 


otne to be discharged when peace is made with the In- 
ans. 


I offer this amendment, because I believe it will 
be necessary to secure the public service of our 
country from accumulating a load of lumbering 
officers in the Army. 


I offer the following amend- 


necessary, but I am aang vote for a per- 
pétual Army, which is intended merely to sup- 
press a present momentary. difficulty. If these 
régiments are raised as regular regiments, they 
remain when peace is made, and if Government 
has nothing for them to do, the officers necessarily 
become imbecile and disqualified when war arises 
for the discharge of the active duties of the Army. 
For the purpose, then, of preventing the service 
from becoming lumbered up with these old, idle, 
and useless officers, | hope that the amendment 
which I have offered will be ado Ido not 
propose to consume the time of the committee at 
any length, and I will not, therefore, trespass 
upon their patience any further. 





I do not want a war force, but a force | 


If it is necessary to have | 
these regiments for the purpose of suppressing || of the Army, to any number not exceeding ninety. 
Indian hostilities, | am willing to vote what is || 


1 





be a combination between the Sioux, Rapaboes, | 


I hold that | 
the force designated in the bill is required for mil- | 


required immediately to be thrown out in theline | 


with an agent of the Government, with power to | 


I think that we have had discussion | 


| 
| 


The CHAIRMAN. Ap argument showing || 


! 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
| 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 1 want to say a word, 
and give my experience in Indian matters.’ 

Mr. SEWARD. What is the question before 
the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is whether 
these regiments shall be abandoned at the close of 


the war. 
Mr. LANE. fF have to say that the Indians 





| will never cease hostilities 8o Jong as there is one 
of them left. The amendment of the gentleman 


from New Jersey is 


| 
' 


fectly harmless. Wewill 
never have peace with the Indians as long as we 
live. 


Mr. BARRY. We will never have peace with 


| the Indians as pas as they have land which we 
| want and which the 
tt does not answer for the present necessities of || 


y do not want to sell, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sxeiton’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
rise. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is now upon 
the amendment reported by the Committee of 


| Ways and Means, and as a substitute for the 


amendment of the Senate, upon which the gentle- 
man from Missouri (Mr. Puerrs) is entitled to 
make a five-minute speech. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will ask 
the Chair if the gentleman from Missouri has not 
already occupied his five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN, Thegentleman from Mis- 
souri has not yet occupied his five minutes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I kone occupied no time upon 
this bill, and I do not intend to. I will, however, 
if 1 can get the floor and an opportunity, offer an 
amendment, adding one regiment of cavalry to the 
present Army, giving authority to increase the 
existing companies up to ninety privates, and 
giving discretion to receive two thousand volun- 
teers. 

Mr. PHELPS, I am desirous of having the 
question taken upon the amendment submitted by 


me, at the instance of the Committee of Ways and 


be respectable enough to protect the lines of emi- | M 


eans. I have discussed the question, and now 


|, forbear any further discussion, in the hope that 


we may now have a vote taken. 

[Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question !”’} 

Mr. WHEELER. Read the amendment again. 

Mr, WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. Is 
has been read once. 

Mr. WHEELER. Then it is a question for 
the committee to dispose of, and I move that the 


_ amendment be again read. 


| 
\| 
| 


I rise to a privileged ques- | 


The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will state | 





| the regiment of mounted 


| of the United States 


' 


The question was put; and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

The question recurring on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Preurs, it was put; and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 now offer the amendment 
of which I spoke a little while since. The amend- 


| ti t ° 
Whether: diay. : paadléchain | mentis he amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 


souri, [Mr. Benton,] striking out ‘* three,’’ and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word “‘ two,’’ so as to 
provide that the volunteers shall not exceed two 
thousand. It authorizes an increase of the present 
companies to ninety privates, which will give 
twenty-five hundred soldiers to the existing Army, 


|| and then an additional regiment of volunteers. 


The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Sec. —. Mind be it further enacted, That there shall be 

added to the Army one ae cavalry, organized as 
riflemen of the existing foree. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, ‘That the President 

, and he is Hereby, authorized, by 

voluntary enlistment, 16 increase the number of privates 

in each or any of the companies of the existing regiments 


Sec. —. nd be tt further enacted, That. the President, 
for the purpose of maintaining peace with the Indian tribes, 
of protecting the citizens on the routes of emigration iff the 
Territories of the United States, and the citizens inhabiting 
said Territories, and to suppress Indian hostilities in the 
same, be, and he is hereby, authorized to call_for and 


| accept the services of any number of mounted volunteers 


| 


| 


not exceeding, in ail, two thousand, officers and men, be 
organized po Deselantes directed, who shal, as ¢ircum- 
stances may direct employed as rangers, scouts, 
spies, and ie for tirette months, unless sooner dis- 
charged : Provided, That the namber Of privates for each 
campany of volunteers berein authorized shall not exceed 
sixty-four : And provided further, That the said volunteers 
may be required to serve on foot, if circumstances should 
render such service necessary. 


Mr. PECKHAM, I hope the amendment will 


be voted down. 
} 


Mr. FAULKNER. 1 ask the committee to 
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hear me a moment in ex ression of my views | &c., of four dredge boats now in use upon the 
Phas just been offered || lakes, by the Department, for war purposes. 


upon the amendment whic 
by the gentleman from Alabama. 
Cries of “ No!’ and * Vote it down !’’) 

Phe question was taken on Mr. Hovston’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The qaestioh recurring on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate as amended, it was put, 
and the Chair announced that it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Cries of ** Division !’’ ‘* Division "1, 
r. HENN. I called for a division 
Chair announced the decision. 
Cries of **Order!’’ * Order !”’] 


efore the 


he CHAIRMAN. The Chair will notunder- || now in order. 
|| from New York [Mr. Rowe] is in the second | 


take to do any business until order is restored. 
Mr. HENN. I claim my right to call for a 
division. 


Mr. PECKHAM. 
right will be respected. 
Mr. PHELPS. The 


{ hope the gentleman’s 


entleman from lowa was 


upon the floor before the Chair announced the || hi 
'\ decision. 


decision. 

Cries of ** Order !”’ ** Order !’’] 

he CHAIRMAN. When order is restored 
the Chair will respond to the gentleman from 
lowa, and not before. 

Cries of ** Order!” ** Order !’”) 


'| former Congress, but it was not large enough to 


| similar nature for the action of the committee. 











| Twenty thousand dollars were appropriated by a 


| cover the expenses of building, painting, &c. This 
| is merely to supply adeficiency in that appropria- | 
tion. tinfied that the committee understands | 
the facts in the case, I will not consume further 
time than to ask that the amendment may be 


adopted. 
Mr. HUGHES. As the amendment has been 
decided to be in order, | send up another one of a 





'| to bea proper amendment to the army bill? 


|| the amendment, so that it will provide for mud- 


he CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Iowa | 


addressed the Chair while the Chair was putting 
the question to the committee. 
der for the gentleman to address the Chair at that 
particular time. 


tion, and decided that the amendment was con- | 


curred in—the gentleman from lowa not again 
addressing the Chair. 

Mr. HENN. I addressed the Chair before the 
Chair put the motion, and I did it at the request 
of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Benton, 
for the purpose of offering his amendment, and 
think it but fair that the Houe should give him a 
vote upon it. 

Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order !”’ 

he CHAIRMAN. The Chair is sorry that 
he did not observe the gentleman from Iowa. Ele 
did not, and he decides that the amendment has 
been concurred in. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I propose that, by unani- 
mous consent, the committee take a vote upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 


It was not in or- | 


The Chair continued the ques- | 


| 


} 





} 


Mr. PECKHAM. Does the Chair decide it is | 


regular to take a vote upon it? 


he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- | 


| 


ginia appeals to the committee to let a vote be | 


taken on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri, (Mr. Benton.] Is there objection? 
Mr. EDGERTON. I object. 


Twenty-second amendment of the Senate: 
Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That, to enable the 


President of the United States to carry into effect the pro- | 


visions of so much of this act as relates to the employment 
of an additional military force, such suin of money, not ex- 


ceeding $2,500,000, as may Le necessary, be, and the same | 


hereby i#, appropriated out of any mouey in the Treasury | 


not otherwise appropriated. 
Mr. ROWE. 
to the amendment of the Senate: 
And §1,696 15 to supply a deficiency in the appropria- 


tion for building four steam dredge boats in use by the War | 


Department on Lakes Champlain, Erie, Michigan, and On- 
tario, to be applied to the payment for materials, tools, na- 
chinery, and labor, furnished in painting said boats. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
I hold that the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York is out of order, and ask the Chair’s 
decision. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment appears 
to provide for a deficiency in a former appropria- 
tion, and the Chair will rule it in order as an 
addition to the section. 

Mr. PHELPS. As the amendment is decided 
to be in order, I suggest that we first take the vote 
on the Senate’s amendment, and then let it come 
in as an additional section. 

Mr. ROWE. I do not adopt the gentleman’s 
suggestion. I wish the amendment where it has 
been offered. 1 have had the honor of twice pre- 
senting it before. It was twice ruled out, not be- 
— it ee merit, but for eo ae one 
not presented at a place. Inm 
hold a recommendation from the War Departentit 
in favor of the proposed propriation. Gentle- 
men are satisfied, | am sure, that it would not be 
indorsed by that Department unless it was right. 
The object is merely to provide for the painting, 


I offer the following amendment | 





|| but seeing the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
| Rowe] so anxious for its introduction, he ruled it | 


| in order. If the committee are not in favor of it 
| they can vote it down. 


The CHAIRMAN. No other amendment is | 
The amendment of the gentleman | 


degree. 
At the request of Mr. Letcner the amend- 
ment was again read. 
Mr. LETCHER Does the Chair decide that 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the Chairman’s 


Mr. WALSH. I suggest the modification of 
scows instead of dredge boats. 

Mr. ORR. 
| bill ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it | 


{ Laughter. ] 
Is the amendment germane to this 


is. 
Mr. ORR. I appeal from the decision of thé 
| Chair. 
Cries of ** Too late!’’ 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it | 
is now too Jate to take an appeal. He was not | 
entirely satisfied of the amendment being in order, | 





The question was taken; and the amendment | 
was lost; there being, on a division, only forty- | 
eight in the affirmative. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is disa- 
greed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE obtained the floor. 

Mr. TWEED, I demand adivision. The neg- 
ative has not been counted. 

[Cries of ‘* Too late !’’) 

Mr. TWEED. We have the right to a count 
on both sides. 

The CHAIRMAN. There was nota majority 
of a quorum in the affirmative. 

Mr. TWEED. I want to know whether there | 
is a quorum here. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 1 want to hnow whether this count’s in my 
time? [Laughter.] 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
tee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has not the 
floor for that Bespoee. 

Mr. TWEED. I ask for my rights, and I in- 
tend to have them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. TWEED. I demand to be heard by the 
Chair, and that the Chair shall put the motion 
made by me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did put the 


I move that the commit- 


I ask for a vote upon the 


motion of the gentleman from New York and de- | 


cided that it was lost. 
Mr. TWEED. Did the Chair count those 





who voted in the negative? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decided the 
motion to be lost for the reason that a majority of 
a quorum had not voted in the affirmative, and a 
quorum of members are present. 

Mr. TWEED. I am satisfied with the expla- 
nation of the Chair. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Now, Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment will come in as an additional section. 
It seems to be the desire upon all hands that the 
vote should be taken upon the Senate amendment 
with a view of expediting the public business. I 
will refrain from offering the important amend- 
ment that I have, and allow the vote to be taken 
upon the Senate amendment. 

Mr. HUGHES, I have an amendment which, 
according to the decision of the Chair just now 
will be in order at this point. I offer it in good 
faith, and hope the committee will adopt it. I 
move to insert, at the end of the Senate amend- 
ment, the following: 
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For the current expenses of the steam dre 
Champlain, New York, to be expended under 
of the Secretary of War, $7,500. 

Mr. WHEELER. Before any other vote js 
taken I rise to a question of order. I want to 
know at what stage of the proceedings it is neces. 
sary to call for a division to be recognized by the 
Chair? 

The CHAIRMAN. At any time before the 
Chair announces the vote. 

Mr. WHEELER. Well, sir, divisions have 
been called for long before the Chair announced 
the vote, which the Chair refused to recognize. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York is not in order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I raise a question of order 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, {Mr. Hucues.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is not in order. 


on Lake 
direction 


Mr. HUGHES. I will submit to the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER., I rise to a question of 
order. 


Several Memsers rose simultaneously, and 
made various propositions; and much confusion 
prevailed. 

Mr. LYON. I ask the consent of the House 
to printa speech on the eastern war question. 
{Roars of laughter.]} 

Mr. ROWE. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. SAGE. I move that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House. 

Several Members. Not in order. 


_Mr. ROWE. I demand tellers upon my mo- 
tion. 

[Shouts of **Question!’’? and great confu- 
sion.] 


Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the committee 
refused to rise. 

The question was then taken; and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. HOWE. I have an amendment which I 
am instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs to offer. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Irise to a question of 
order. I have an amendment which I desire to 
offer as an addition to the amendment which has 
just been adopted. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to offer it. It is to 
defray the expenses of the volunteers that have 
been recently called out in New Mexico. I move 
the following: 

And be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding 
$108,740 84 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to de- 
fray the expenses of the volunteers recently called out under 
General Garland in the Territory of New Mexico. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
question of order. I ask if all the Senate amend- 
aan have not been voted on except that to the 
title ? 

The CHAIRMAN. They have. 

Mr. STANTON.. Then I submit that this 
and all other amendments of the kind are out of 
order. We have nothing before us but the Sen- 
ate amendments, and they being disposed of we 
have nothing at all. There is nothing to which 
an amendment can possibly be attached, except 
in reference to the title, and, therefore, no more 
amendments are in order except to that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, and decides the amendment, upon that 
ground, to be out of order. 

The last amendment was then reported, as fol- 
lows: 

Amend the title by adding thereto “ and for other pur- 
poses. ”? 

The question was then put; and the amendment 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee 
rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The question was taken; and the motion agreed 
to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. Orr) having taken the chair, the 
Chairman (Mr. Henpricxs that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the bill of 
the House (No. 562) making a iations for 
the support of the Army for the year aes 
30th of June, 1856, with the amendments o the 
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Senate thereto, and had instructed hinf to report | 
the same to the House, with the recommendation | 
that some of the amendments be concurred in | 
with amendments, and one without, and that | 
others be non-concurred in. i} 

Mr. PHELPS. I move the previous question | 
upon concurring in the Senate amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


uestion has been ordered, which will keep the || 
bill before the House, and I move that the House 1 
do now adjourn. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will | 
withdraw that motion. We can dispose of the 
plain amendments to which there is no objection | 
just as well this evening as to-morrow. | 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
all in the morning, 

Mr. HUGHES. I hope the gentleman will || 
withdraw the motion, and allow us to vote upon | 
these amendments. It will require only a few 
minutes, 

Mr. WASHBURN. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. STRATTON. I ask the consent of the || 
House to take from the Speaker’s table a bill to || 
which | think there will be no objection. i 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in order || 





after the main question has been ordered upon the 
Army Bill. 
Mr. ROWE. I move that the House do now || 
adjourn, i 
The question was put; and the motion was dis- | 
agreed to. I] 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would sug- || 
gest that itis not necessary to read all theseamend- | 
ments. Let gentlemen name those upon which | 
they desire a separate vote, and let the repert of || 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be concurred in in respect to the others, || 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That course will || 
be taken unless some one objects. 

The first and second amendments of the Senate | 
were then read, and concurred in. | 

Mr. HENN. | propose that we agree to the | 
report of the Committee of the Whole on = 


| 
state of the Union upon ail the amendments ex- || 
cept in those instances where a separate vote is 
desired. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Rowe} objects to that. 

Mr. ROWE. I withdraw the objection. | 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. is there any || 
objection to the course suggested by the gentleman | 
from lowa? } 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I must object. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I would suggest that 
the Speaker should cause the amendments to be 
read over, so that gentlemen who desire separate || 
votes upon particular amendments may indicate || 
them, and that we should then vote in gross upon || 
all the amendments which are not objected to. ! 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there any || 
objection to the course suggested by the gentleman 
from Kentucky ? 

No objection was made. 

The Clerk accordingly read over the amend- 
ments; when separate votes were demanded on I} 
the thirteenth amendment by Mr. Hovsron, on 
the fifteenth amendment by Mr. Wuee en, and | 
on the seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twen- | 
tieth, twenty-first, and twenty-second amend- 
ments by Mr. Watsu. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union in reference to all those amend- 
ments on which separate votes had not been de- 
manded; and that report was concurred in. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think we had better 
vote on the balance of the amendments in the 
morning when we can have a full House. I 
therefore move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. STRATTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
to withdraw that motion for one moment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I withdraw it. 

Mr. STRATTON, | desire to ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take up joint resolu- 
tion pm a biect.”] 

ies of ‘* Object. : 

ire STRATTON, I move to suspend the 
rules, and I ask that that motion may be entered. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I make the point of order 
that it is not in order to move to suspend the rules 
now, the previous question having been ordered 


| 
{ 
| 
| 


on the amendments of the Senate to the Army 
appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Alabama is correct. 
tleman from New Jersey cannot be recognized. 


SUSPENSION OF A JOINT RULE. 


Mr. FULLER. The House is aware that no || 
| bill passing the House during the last three days | 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The previous || of the session can be sent to the Senate without a || 


suspension of the i6ch joint rule. The House 
passed bill No. 794 this morning, and I ask a sus- 
ension of that rule to enable it to be sent to the 
nate. 
Several Memsers. 
apply to all bills. 
Mr. FULLER. Will it be in order for me to 


Make the order general to 


indicated ? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will bein order 


| to make the proposition general. 


Mr. LATHAM. Then I trust the gentleman 


from Maine will so modify his motion as to make || 


it general, not special. 


Mr. FULLER. Certainly. 1 move generally 


|| that the 16th rule be suspended. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 


|| agreed to. 
a CLARK MILLS. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Before the House 
adjourns | want to offer a resolution which, | pre- 
sume, every member will agree to. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its title, as follows: 

Joint resolution for the relief of Clark Mills. 

The resolution directs the President of the Uni- 
ted States to cause the sum of $5,000 to be ad- 


‘| vanced to Clark Mills on his personal application 


and receipt in addition to the sum already advanced 


| him out of the $50,000 appropriated by the act of 


January 25, 1853, to erect, at the capital of the 
nation, an equestrian statue of Washington. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
it | will state, in two sentences, the reason for this 
resolution. 

(Cries of ‘Oh, no!” ‘There is no objec- 
tion.”’ 

a WALSH. I object, unless it is explain- 


ed. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Congress appropri- 
ated $50,000, to be paid under the direction of the 
President, for an equestrian statue of Washington 
by Clark Mills, the artist. By a contract made 
with the President he received $20,000 in hand, 
and the other $30,000 was to be retained in the 
Treasury till the statue should be completed. But 
by a storm which blew down his building, and a 
fire which consumed his model, he is much curbed 
in circumstances, and being a poor man, he asks 
Congress for no gratuity but to authorize the 


President to advance part of the sum appropriated | 


for him. 

Mr. ROWE. I would ask the gentleman from 
oe ee a large appropriation was not 
made to Mr. Mills at the last session. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. There was $50,000 
approves! for him in 1853. 

he joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. KEITT. I now ask leave to record a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, to take up a bill in the 
morning, and then I will move that the House 
adjourn. 

he SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the Chair 
understand the gentleman from South Carolina to 
move that the House do now adjourn? 

Mr. KEITT. No, sir. 1 move to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. GOODE. I move that the House do now 


hs 
r. BARKSDALE and several other members 
orpate to Mr. Goope to withdraw his motion. 
r.GOODE. No; | insist upon it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sace and 
Casxie were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 59, noes 11. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon, 
at ten o’clock and fifty-three minutes, the House 
adjourned till to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspar, March 1, 1855. 

| Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticen. 

The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 22d of February, calling for a copy 





of a letter of Francis W. Rice, late United States 


consul at Acapulco, to the Secretary of State, in 
relation to outrages committed on him by Mexi- 


| can authorities at that port; which was ordered to 


lie on the table and be printed. — 
| Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 


7 icati f the Secre- 
We can dispose of them | move the suspension of that rule generally, or | ted States; comnmuutonting. s yepert of Gis Seere 


|| must my motion be confined to the particular bill | 


tary of the Interior, asking for certain appropria- 
tions on account of the Indian service; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 


|| to be printed. ! 
| Also, a message from the President of the United 





States, communicating a report of the Secretary 
of the Interior, asking for an appropriation for the 
survey of lands acquired under a treaty with the 
| Chippewa Indians; which was veferred to the 
| Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
| Also, a report of the Second Auditor of the 
| Treasury,accompanied by copies of such accounts 
'as have been rendered by persons charged with 
the disbursement or application of moneys, goods, 
| or effects, for the benefit of the Indians, for the 
year ending June 30, 1854, together with lists of 
the names of all persons to whom goods, money, 
or effects have been delivered within the same 
period; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
| be printed. 
Kiso, a letter from the Treasurer of the United 
States, accompanied by copies of his accounts of 
receipts and disbursements for the Post Office De- 


} 


|| partment for the year ending June 30, 1854; which 


If the House desire || 


| was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
Also, a report of the Postmaster General, in 
| compliance with a resolution of the Senate of Feb- 
|| ruary 24, 1855, calling for copies of correspond- 
| ence with the British Government relative to the 
postal treaty between that Government and the 
-, United States; which was ordered to lie on the 
| table and be printed. 
|| Also, a report of the Secretary of War, incom- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of Febru- 
| ary 19, 1855, calling for information relative to the 
, appropriation of lands for military purposes at 
Fort Laramie and other forts; which was ordered 
| to lie on the table and be printed. 


MEMORIALS. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 

| rial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying for 

the establishment of a mail route from Portare 

City to La Crosse; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Wiscon- 
sin, in favor of granting bounty lands and pen- 
sions to the officers and soldiers of the war of 
1812, and to the widows and legal representatives 
of those deceased; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


WILLIAM G. PRESTON. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate, aa 
in Committee of the W hole, proceeded to consider 
the House bill for the relief of William G. Preston. 

Its object is to direct the payment to. him of 
$375 25, to reimburse him for subsisting his eom- 
'mand and horses. from Ozark to Washington, 
| Hem d county, State of Arkansas. 

William G. Preston was the captain of the late 
| company H, of Arkansas mounted volunteers, in 
| the Mexican war; he raised and enrolled the com- 
pany at Ozark, in Arkansas, and marched it to 
| Washington, in that State, where it was mustered 
into the service of the United States. The com- 
pany consisted of seventy-nine men, the subsist- 
ence for which, and the forage for the horses, he 
furnished at his own expense, whilst: marching 
from Ozark to Washington, a distance of one 
| hundred and eighty-five mites. 

) The bill was reported to the Senate without 








amendment, ordered to a third reading, rend the 
third time, and passed. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ABROAD. 
Mr. CASS: I yesterday gave notice to the 
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Senate that I should to-day ask for the considera- 
tion of the resolutions which I submitted some- 
time since in respect to the right of American citi- 


zens to the enjoyment of religious freedom abroad. | 
I ask the Senate now to take them upand vote on | 


them. That is all | desire. : 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the resolutions will 
not be taken up. I fear they will lead to debate, 
and interfere with a great deal of indispensable 
business which ought to be done. 
Mr. CASS, As objection is made to my mo- 
tion I ask for the yeas and nays upon it. . 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 8; as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Foot, 
James, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Pearce, Petit, Rusk, Se- 
bastian, Seward, Shields,, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Wade, Weller, Wells, and Wilson—26. 
NAYS—Mesers. Butler, Clay, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Mun- 
ter, Johnson, Morton, and Walker—8. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of the following || 


resolutions: 
Resolved, ‘That it would be just and wise on the part of 


the Government of the United States, in future treaties | 


with foreign nations, to secure, if practicable, to our citi- 
zens residing abroad the right of worsbipping God freely and 


openly, according to the dictates of their own consciences, || 
by providing that they shall not be disturbed, moleated, or 
annoyed in any manner, on account of their religious belief, | 


nor in the proper exercise of their peculiar religion, either 


within their own private houses,or in churches, chapels, || 
or other places appointed for public worship; and that they | 


ehall be at liberty to build and maintain places of worship 
in convenient situations, interfering in no way with, but 
respecting the religion and customsof the country in which 
they reside. 


Resolved further, That it would be just and wise in our || 


future treaties with foreign nations, to secure to our citi- 
zens residing abroad the right to purchase and own burial 
places, and to bury any of our citizens dying abroad in 


such places, with those religious ceremonies and observan- | 
ces deemed appropriate by the surviving relatives and friends | 


of the deceased. 


Mr. CASS. I will only say that they are the 


resolutions « hich were reported two years ago by | 
Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky, from the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Relations. 
The resolutions were adopted. 


SARAH MORRIS. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, considered the House 
bill for the relief of Sarah Morris, only heir of 
Robert Mitchell, deceased. It proposes to pay 
her $173 23 as the heir of Robert Mitchell, one of 
the captors of the Algerine vessels taken by the 
American squadron under Commodore Decatur. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM G. HOWISON. 


Mr. BROWN. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia to report back 
the House bill for the relief of William G. How- 
ison. It is a unanimous report; the bill is a small 
one, and I hope it will now be put on its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

{t proposes to allow Howison $167 in full for 


all services as a member of the Auxiliary Guard || 


of the city of Washington. 

He was a member of the Auxiliary Guard, and 
whilst acting in that capacity hebecamesick. He 
remained so for one hundred and sixty-seven days, 
when, on account of it, he was discharged from 
the service. Whilst sick he was docked in his pay, 
which, he maintains, was not right, and not justi- 
fied by precedent. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

ANNA E,. COOK. 
Mr. BUTLER. There is on the Calendar a 


House bill for the relief of Anna E. Cook. She 
18 not my constituent, but is a lady residing 


lice of Congress to award her this pittance. I 
move that the bill be taken up. 


The motion was agreed to, and thebill was con- 


| CYRUS H. M’CORMICK. 
] Mr. WALKER. I move to dispense with the 
|| prior orders and proceed to the consideration of 
Senate bill for the relief of Cyrus H. McCormick. 
As I understand it, it issimply a bill relieving Mr. 
|| McCormick from the abandonment which was 
| occasioned by the renewal of his patent in the 
Patent Office, upon atechnicality which it was out 
| of his power to remove before the time expired. 
|The bill simply refers the matter to the Patent 
| Office, there to be considered as though the time 
| had not passed. It grants no patent, renews no 
| patent, but simply refers the question to the Patent 
Office. The bill he been here now for a number 
|| of years. Aimost every application of the same 
|| kind has been heard and passed. I make the mo- 
tion to take up this biil to test the sense of the Sen- 
ate whether they are disposed to act on it or not. 
| The motion was not agreed to. 
VIRGINIA LAND SCRIP. 
| Mr. WALKER. I have another motion to 
|| make, and it is that the bill from the House of 
| Representatives which I reported two days ago 
|| from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to 





|; amend the act of July 31, 1852, in reference to 
|| Virginia bounty land warrants, be taken up. 

Mr. MASON. Ihope it will be taken up. 

Mr. STUART. That bill will necessarily give 
rise to a great deal of debate. There are many 
gentlemen here who wish this morning to make 
reports from committees which will not give rise 
to debate. I hope that bill will be passed over, at 
least until reports can be made. 

Mr.COOPER. I do not think it will give rise 
|| to much debate. 
|| Mr. STUART. Iam certain that it will. 
|| Mr. MASON. I ask leave to say to the Senate 
that this is a bill deeply interesting to the State of 
Virginia, involving the execution of her own laws 


|| giving bounty land to her own citizens. I hope 
| it will be taken upand acted on. 
Mr. WALKER. I hope so,too, The com- 


| mittee were unable to agree upon the bill. They 
| reported it back, and asked leave to be discharged 
from its further consideration. I shall ask, per- 
| haps, twenty or twenty-five minutes to explain 
| the bill, as | understand it, and the reasons on 
| which it is founded. I do not know that there 
| will be any other discussion. The Senator from 
| Michigan, perhaps, in somewhat the same view 
| which I take of it, will ask leave to address the 
| Senate. At the same time, it is a matter of im- 
| portanee, which I think ought to be acted upon. 
et the Senate take up the bill; and, if it require 
discussion, discuss it, vote upon it, and determine 

| it one way or the other. 

Mr. HUNTER. This isa matter which concerns 
my State, and in which she takes a deep interest. 
I believe, in the whole course of my service here, 

| [have never asked the Senate to take up a bill for 
a { accommodation except one on this subject, 
| which was taken up two years ago, and acted on 
|| in this body. The proposition now is to amend 
|| that, and I hope the Senate will give us an hour 
| some morning for the consideration of this bill— 
| if not this morning, to-morrow. 
| Several Senators. To-morrow. 
| Mr. COOPER. I do not think the bill will 
|| give rise to much discussion. I was on the com- 
|| mittee which reported it, and it is true, as has 
| been remarked by the Senator from Wisconsin, 
| that the committee did not come to any decision 
| in regard to it; but the whole question is embraced 
|| ina very short compass, and I am sure I can pre- 
| sent the views of one side of the committee ina 
| very brief space of time. I should not occupy 
| ten minutes in doing it. 
| Mr. PETTIT. [hope this bill will not now 
| be taken up, or, at least, that a little time will be 
| given me to put upon its passage a bill of vast 
importance to the State of California; one that 
_ involves no principle injurious to the Government, 











in || but simply gives further time for land claimants 
New York. She has written me many letters || und 
describing her poverty, and appealing to the jus- | claims. ‘The Senators and 


| under Spanish and Mexican grants to file their 
ple of California 
| feel a deep interest init, and I trust it will be acted 
upon. I am perfectly willing to agree to take up 
the bill mentioned by the Senator from Wisconsin, 


sidered ac in Committee of the Whole. A pen- || after I can have an opportunity to pass the bill to 


sien will be provided for her by it, of fifteen dollars 
a month for five years, from the Ist of January, 
1854. The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


which T have altuded, which has been reported by 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. It is 
important that it should be passed at an. early 
hour in order'to get through the House. Itisa 
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measure to which there can be no objection. { 
shall have no ere to taking up the other 
bill if I can be allowed to have this one passed. 

Mr. STUART. I am perfectly willing to say 
to the Senater from Virginia that [ shall consent, 
so far as I am concerned, thatthe Virginia bounty 
land bill shall be taken up to-morrow, and an hour 
or two hours’ devoted to its consideration, but | 
again express the hope that we shall not be pre- 
vented this morning from taking up business 
which will not give rise to debate, and disposing of 
it. This bill, notwithstanding what Senators seem 
disposed to say, is a bill of much more interest to 
other States of this Union than it is to Virginia. 
It is one in which I feel that my constituents have 
a very deep interest, and I consider myself com- 

lled to take care of their interests as far as | can; 

ut I assure the Senate that 1 have not the slight- 
est disposition to prevent action on the bill. On 
the contrary, I think we should act on it, and that 
decidedly. 1 shall consent that to-morrow, or any 
other morning, shall be devoted to it, when we 
can dispose of the business now pressing upon us, 

Mr. WELLER. In my opinion, half a dozen 
bills could haye been passed during the time that 
this discussion has been going on as to the mode 
of proceeding. I hope now that there will be an 
agreement, by common understanding, that we 
shall not discuss, during this session, the question 
of the priority of business. These little measures 
could be disposed of while we are debating which 
we shall take up first. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. HUNTER. If it be the pleasure of the 
Senate to agree to lay this bill over until to-morrow, 
and take it up at eleven o’clock, I have no objec- 
tion, 

Several Senators. Agreed. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the bill of the 
Senate, in addition to certain acts granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United 
States, with amendments, in which they requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom were referred the following 
bills from the House of Representatives, reported 
them back without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of William Brown; 

A bill for the relief of James McIntire; 

A bill for the relief Elizabeth Foreman; 

A bill for the further relief of Isaac Allen, of 
Turner, in the State of Maine; 

A bill for the relief of Wyatt Griffith, of Wash- 
ington county, in the State of Tennessee; and 

A bill for the relief Paul S. Ridgway, of Ohio. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the following bills from the House 
of Representatives, reported adversely thereon: 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Lafollet; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas C. ae An- 
anias O. Richardson, and James McLaughlin; 

A bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act for the 
relief of George M. Bentley, of the State of Indi- 
ana,” approved August 5, 1854; and 

A bill for the increase of John C, Burton’s 
pension. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Anthony Phelps, a 
militia soldier in the revolutionary war, praying to 
be allowed a pension, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for the relief of Anthony Phelps, 
of Hardin county, State of Kentucky; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Daniel Doland, a 
private in Captain Steele's company of New York 
volunteers, in the Mexican war, praying a ion 
forinjuries received in the line of hisduty, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill.for his relief; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed , 

' entucky, from the 








Mr. THOMPSON 


30N, of 
Committee Oe tone kana Galen to whom was 
referred the petition of Alexander McKee, praying 
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the passage of @ law authorizing him to-locate 
certain lands in Texas, on copies of ceriificates 
which have been lost, as he alleges, while in 

session of the United States, asked to be discharged | 





from its further consideration; which was agreed | 
to. He also submitted a report on the case; | 


which was ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES H. POINTER. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 


for the relief of Charles H. Pointer, reported it 
back without amendment, and recommended its 
passage. oor 
Per, MASON. The object of that bill is to 
place au old man on the pension roll. I hope the 
Senate will pass it at once. 

There being no objection, the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for 
placing Pointer’s name on the roll of invalid pen- 
sioners, at eight dollars per month, from the Ist 
of January, 1854, during his life. The bill was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, | 
read the third time, and passed. 


LYON AND HOWARD. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. At the instance of my 
friend from Llinois (Mr. Suseps) I move to take 
up the House bill for the relief of L. R, a & 
Dean S. Howard, of the State of New York. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill, the object of which is to pay Lyon & | 
Howard a balance of $8,617 81, for constructing 
dredging machines in 1836. 

« Mr.STUART. I hope the Senate will not act 
on this bill now. I have been investigating it for 
two weeks with great care, and I think I can sat- 
isfy the Senate that nearly every dollar which the 
bill proposes to appropriate is wrong. 1 moveto | 
postpone its further consideration until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This bill was before the 
Committee on Claims, of which I am chairman, 
and the same allegation was made that there was 
no part of the money due. The committee in- 
vestigated the matter thoroughly, and came to the 
conclusion that every penny was due. Much 
more’ was claimed than the bill allowed, but the | 








Pensions, to whom was referred the House bill 
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which have been passed by the House and reported || taimment; but there is no Lar ys on this point. 
by the Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the || The committee have conclu 


ed to allow him one 


Senate, without amendment, which I should like || year’s rent, or £330, Virginia currency, equal to 


to have disposed of this morning. 


Unless they | $990. They therefore recommend that the bill be 


are passed at this session, all the labor of investi- | so amended as to strike out $11,055, and insert 


gating them will have to be gone over again next | $990 


year. I do not think that more than ten minutes 
will be required to dispose of all of them. I first 


— representatives of Henry Hoffman. 


Mr. EVANS. There is an error in the report 


of the committee in reducing Virginia currency to 
move to take up House bill-for the relief of the || dollars. Instead 


of $990, the amount should be 


|| $1,100. The committee of the House of Repre- 


he motion was agreed to. The purpose of | sentatives reported the bill for $11,000, but I ap- 


the bill is t> direct the Secretary of the Treasury || prehend that was a mistake. 

to pay eighiy dollars to the legal representatives || inserted instead of ‘* hundreds.” 

Hoffman, being the amount of a reward || ized to withdraw the amendment of the committee, 

in certain cases by a resolution of Con- || and in lieu of it to move to insert $1,100 as the 
sum. 


of Hen 
provid 
gress, adopted May 15, 1778. 

The PRESIDENT. It appears from the Cal- 
endar that there is an adverse report in this case. 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. I made a mistake. 
This is not the bill which I intended to call up. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the adverse re- 
port be concurred in. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was, 
therefore, rejected. 


THOMAS UNDERHILL. | 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the House bill | 
for the relief of Thomas Underhill, executor of |) 
Thomas Underhill, deceased, was considered as in || 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury to pay to Thomas Underhill, executor of || 
Thomas Underhill, deceased, $11,055, in full pay- || 
ment for damages sustained and property used by || 
the ninth regiment of the Virginia army of the | 
Revolution. 1 

The Committee on Revolutionary Claims of || 
the Senate reported an amendment to strike out 
*« $11,055” and insert ** $990.” 

homas Underhill, deceased, in the year 1776, 
was the occupant of a farm in Northampton 
county, Virginia, which he had leased for a term || 
of years, with a number of slaves. A part of the 
ninth Virginia regiment, which was then recruit- ] 
ing and drilling, was stationed during the summer | 
and fall of that year on the farm, and they com- || 
mitted the usual depredations of soldiers, in burn- | 
ing his fences and turning their horses into his || 
fields, whereby the crop was destroyed, and the 


| 





| 


** Thousands’’ was 
I am author- 


The amendment was to. The bill was 


reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in and ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read the third time. 


The bill, 
as amended, was read the third time, and passed. 


PHILIP R. RICE. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill of the House for the relief of the heirs of 
Philip R. Rice, the object of which is to direct 
the payment to them of $3,450, in full payment 
for the loss of a vessel in the service of the United 
States, during the war of the Revolution. 

Philip R. Rice, while a resident of King Wil- 
liam county, Virginia, in the year 1781, was the 
owner of a small trading vessel, the cost of which 
was $2,200. Shortly before Lord Cornwallis took 
possession of Yorktown, he, with two of his ser- 
vants, who composed the crew of the vessel, was 
trading in the York, Potomac, and James rivers, 
and while thus engaged, he, together with his two 
servants and vessel, was pressed into the service 
of the United States by the press-masters, Robert 
Radford and Micajah Crews, for the purpose of 
transporting munitions of war, military and quar- 
termaster’s stores, from the town of Cumber- 
land to Taylor’s ferry, which duty was performed 
under the direction of the press-masters, they 
being with him, and superintending the loading 


/ and unloading of thecargo. He was then directed 


by them to go to Newcastle, and load with flour 
from Colonel Simm’s mill, and withcannon, shelie, 


committee concluded net to go further than the . p 
bill. All that the bill allows is just. | lantation left in a ruinous state. He alleges that | 
e remonstrated with the officers, and was told 
the Government would-pay him. He was igno- 
rant, he says, of the mode of applying for relief, 


and no application was made to Congress until 


there being, on a division—ayes 18, noes 19. 
Mr. STUART. I have sent to my committee 
room for some papers in respect to this subject; 


and if it is the desire to press the bill at this time, 
I shall have something to say in regard to it. As 
long ago as the Thirtieth Congress, 1, together 
with three or four other gentlemen, examined this 
case. It was thoroughly discussed in the House | 
of Representatives, and rejected in 1848. 1 have 
the papers, and I have nearly completed the ex- 
amination of the question, so that I may present 
itin a few minutes. 

Mr. WALKER. The bill ought to be laid 
over. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope it will be postponed, 
as the Senator wishes to debate it. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I called up this bill for the 
benefit of my friend from Illinois, [Mr. Sureps.) 
I know nothing about it myself. 

Mr. SHIELDS. This is a House bill which 
came to the Senate, and was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims, and reported back by them 
unanimously, as I understand. I know nothing 
of what the honorable Senator from Michigan 
suggests. If his surmises be true, of course the 
bill ought to be rejected; but I take it for granted 
that the Committee on Claims have examined it 
thoroughly, and that, as they reported it unan- 
imously, the bill must be correct. Thechairman 
of the mittee on Claims is, no doubt, ready 
to defend his report, 

Mr. STUART. The condition of the bill is 
such asI say. I have no desire, by consumi 
tume, to destroy this bill or any other. If I shail 
fail to-morrow, or next dey, to satisfy the Senate 
that [ am ‘sorrect, let the b : 

Mr. SHIELDS. In order to give the honor- 
able Senator time, I move that the further consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HENRY HOFFMAN. 
Mr. EVANS. There are four or five bills, | 


The motion to postpone was not agreed = 





1836, a period of sixty years after the alleged || 
injury. The committee doubt —_ much the pro- || 
priety of granting any relief in antiquated || 
claims, which may have been settled soon after || 
their origin, or, if not settled, it is the fault or the 
mi@>rtune of the claimants. The claim was not 
made at a time when the facts could have been 
better ascertained, and when, if paid, the evidence | 
could have furnished proof of that fact. It is not, || 
in general, true that parties who have fair claims 
on the Government do not very soon find out how 
and where to present them. Yet the committee 
equal to £495, and making in all £1,155, Virginia 
currency, equal to $3,465. The bill from the |, 
House proposes to appropriate $11,055 for the 
relief of the petitioner How this sum was ascer- || 
tained the committee have no means of inform- 
ation The whole sum claimed is only, when 
injuries complained of could run into the four suc- 
i ears after the departure of the troops. 
Even if the entire fencing of the plantation was 
burned, this injury could soon have been repaired 
by the number of negroes which he hired with the 
plantation. Assuming the fact of the troops being 

















are unwilling to run the risk of doing injustice to 
one who was a sufferer in our struggle for inde- 
pendence. 

The petitioner claims for the loss of two crops, 
at the annual rent of £330, £660, and a loss of one 
half of three succeeding crops, at £165 a year, 
reduced to dollars, $3,465. There is certainly 
some mistake, which probably arose from copy- 
ing. The committee learn from the evidence that 
the troops were marched to Cambridge, to join the 
Army in November or December of that year, and 
they are wholly unable to con re how the 

| 
claim for the loss of one crop, and to this: might | 


be added the 


quartered on the plantation, he may have a just | 
of renewing the fences on 1 


| and pork, and transport them to York. In ac- 
| cordance with their direction, he repaired to New- 
| castle and loaded, and on his return, before he 
reached Goodman’s Island, he was attacked by 


| the British, who, since he had left agen ferry, 


had taken possession of Yorktown. The enemy’s 
force was so well provided with field artillery, 
that, to effect his own escape, and that of his crew, 
he was compelled to scuttle the vessel to prevent 
the cargo from falling into the hands of the enemy, 
and escape in a skiff. The vessel went down 
shortly aher they left her. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

Am e was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that they bad passed the bill of the 
Senate for the relief of Nancy Weatherford, with 
amendments. 

Also, that they had passed the following Senate 
bills without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of Amos Knapp; 

A ~ for the relief of Peter Amey, (colored 
man; 

A bill for the relief of Henry S. Sanford; 

A bill for the relief of Parmelia Slavin, late the 
wife of John Blue, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of George W. Torrence; 

A bill to amend ** An act to carry into effect a 
treaty between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain,” signed on the 5th June, 1854, and approved 
August 5, 1854; and : 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. J. Josephine Me- 
Clellan; ; 

Also, that they had passed a bill to establish 
Columbus, in the State of Missiasip i; Chatta- 
nooga, in the State of Tennessee, and Hickman, in 
the State of Kentucky, ports of delivery. 


THOMAS MORRIS. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the House bill for the relief of the children and 


the plantation, if there was any means of ascer- || grandchildren of Thomas Morris. 
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it is intended to require the proper accounting || tables. We are now called upon to vote on a bill 
officers of the Treasury to pay to the children and || making an expenditure of perhaps $10,000,000 or 
grandchildren of Thomas Morris, who was a cap- || $12,000,000 without knowing what it is. | think 
tain in the Georgia line on the Continental! estab- || it is very singular legislation. Sor 
lishment in the revolutionary war, and who died || blame, and I desire to know who it is. . 
in the service of the United States during the war, || Mr. HUNTER. I know nothing about it. 
the full amount of the haif-pay of a captain of || The members of the Committee on Finance have 
artillery for seven years. | had printed copies of the bill, and 1 do not know 

The bill was reported to the Senate without || why the Senator from California has not. 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || Mr. CLAYTON. | move to strike out all that 
third time, and passed. | part of the biil-which relates to the revision of the 

CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIMS. | tariff, and I have a very few words to say on my 


‘ | motion; for | know well that the Senate is in no 
Mr. WELLER. I ask the Senate now to take || condition to listen to a speech on this or any other 
up and pass a bill, which it is necessary should go 


: ; : ; | subject. But, sir, this is the first time, in the 
to the Elouse for action, simply extending the time || whole course of my congressional experience, that 
for filing claims before the board of land commis- || an attempt was ever made to put a tariff bill upon 
sioners in California. It is a bill which has been || the general civil and diplomatic appropriation bili. 
reported from the Committee on Private Land | Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator from Dela- 
Claims, “ supplemental to an act entitled ‘an act |) ware allow me to make a statement before he goes 
to ascertain and settle the private land claims in || 5, > 
the State of California.’ ”’ CLAYTON. Yes, sir. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read || a area aan eran on Finance, 
the second time, and considered as in Committee || this morning, had some conversation on this sub- 
of the Whole. It proposes to allow persons || ject, and they requested me to move an amendment 
holding private land claims in California under ‘to the bill, which would be the first amendment in 
Spanish or Mexican grants, until the Ist of July || order, if the committee should propose any, with 
next to present them to the board of commis- | (he desire and hope that-the Senate would make 
a: : | the vote on that amendment a test vote. The 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment is one to which there can be no objec- 
omnes ordered to be engrossed fora third || tion on account of its provisions. Jt is one in 
reading, read the third time, and passed. | regard to the expenses of the Senate. There is an 

PASSENGER LAWS. | appropriation for legislative expenses, and for the 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am instructed by the |} compensation and mileage of Senators; and the 
Committee on Commerce to report back the House bill then goes on to say: 
bill to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- *“‘ For compensation of the officers, clerks, messengers, 
ships and other vessels, in relation to which the ane others receiving an annual salary in the service of the 
committee have come to a unanimous conclusion. |, * PRPS 30 
They report two or three amendments, in which || 
I am instructed to ask the concurrence of the 
Senate now, so that the bill may be disposed of 
ei 

Mr. HUNTER. I am afraid it will give rise to || other officers of the Senate without the details 
debate. If eo, | must ask for the consideration of || Which the House put in. The committee sup- 
the special order. 

Me. BENJAMIN. If it gives rise to a word | 'ng 0 that, and that, therefore, if the Senate 
of debate | shall consent that it lie over. This is || S#0uld be unwilling to pass that amendment, it 
& unanimous report from the committee. | would be considered by the committee as a test 

Mr. SEWARD. Weare all agreed. It will || Ye and they would govern themselves accord- 
lead to no debate. ingly. If the Senate shall accept that the com- 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state to the Senate, | mittee will go on to offer their amendments; but 
that the amendments of the committee are simply || if the Senate refuse to adopt it, they will then 
to provide for the insertion of those provisions of | cease to offer any amendments as a committee. 
the bill of our colleague, [Mr. Fisu,] which he || It is intended to submit that amendment as a test 
desired to have inserted. | question of the disposition of the Senate to follow 

The amendments reported by the committee || 0Ur report or not. I submit to the Senator the 
were agreed to. The bill was reported to the || propriety of first allowing that amendment to be 
Senate as amended, and the amendments were || Moved. 
concurred in. , | Mr. CLAYTON. Iam very happy always to 

Mr. SHIELDS. It was my intention when this defer to the Committee on Finance, but it seems to 
bill came up to say a few words in justification of || Me that this attempt to alter the tariff, and to force 





his salary. The Senate committee were disposed 


the course of the honorable Senator from New || ® change of the tariff on one branch of Congress, || 


York, who is now absent, [Mr. Fisu.] 1 was a || Ought to be met directly by a motion to strike it 

member of the special committee, of which he was | out of the bill; and I make that motion. 
chairman,upon this subject, and I had intended to || _Now, sir, what must be the consequence here- 
correct the injustice which I saw was done him in || ®fter of sustaining such a proposition as the House 
the proceedings of a meeting held in New York a || ave put into this bill? Whenever a majority in 
short time since. I intended to make the matter || 0P¢ branch of Congress shall desire any great ob- 
right for him as far as it was in my power to do || ject which they cannot attain by a separate bill, 
80, in consequence of his not bei ere to do it | they will move to put it on the civil and diplomatic 
for himself. In order to have this bill passed im- || ®PPropriation bill, and thus compel the other 
mediately, as | know that time is precious, I shall || branch of Congress to accept the whole or none; 
make no remarks on this occasion; | will merely || t0 lose all the appropriations to support the Gov- 
say that I regret that such injustice was done to || ¢™ment for the current year, or takea proposition 
him. | utterly unpalatable to them. Why, sir, let me 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, tell the honorable Senator from Virginia, that if 
and the bill to be read the third time. The bill,as || thie precedent is adopted, the day may come when 
amended, was read the third time, and passed. & majority in one branch of Congress may attach 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BULL. to a general appropriation bill a proposition to re- 


; peal the fugitive slave law, or some other law, 
_ On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as || which is held by himself and his friends, and 
in Committee ef the Whole resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill of the House of Representatives 
making i for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1856, and for other purposes. 

_Mr. WELLER. 1 desire to inquire why this 
bill has not been laid on the tables of Senators? It 
is & very important and a very long bill, and if it 





these States. It is a most dangerous precedent; it 
is an example that has never been set to us before, 
and I hope will never be attempted again. 

But, sir, independently of that consideration, 
there is another one eorteys of attention. On look- 
ing over the tariff sections of this bill, they seem to 
: n bill, s me to bedefective throughout. I do not speak now 
is necessary to print any bill it certainly is neces- | merely in reference to the general question of 1e- 
sary to print thecivil and diplomaticappropriation | ducing the duties, but I ask attention to the sixth 
ee How are “" to ascertain its are as section: 
out having a printed copy before us? ras « AN goods, wares, and merchandize, which shall be im- 
know there has not been a single copy laid on our || ported (rom foreign countries after the passage of this act, 
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|! | spectively after that day.” 
Somebody is to 


| 


And then it proceeds to specify each officer and | 
to have these details stricken out, so as to leave | 


| the general provision for the pay of clerks and | 


| posed the Senate would have no difficulty in agree- || 


by me, too, as essential to sustain the Union of 
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and be in the public stores on the Ist day of July afore. 
| said, shall be subject, on entry thereof for consumption, 
to no other duty than if the same bad been imporied r¢’ 


Now, sir, this is certainly, I think, a measure 
which could not have met with much reflection on 


| the part of those who drafted it. What will be its 


effects? The present duty on wool is thirty per 
cent. It is reduced by this proposition to eight 


| per cent. by transferring it to another schedule 
| and then by a reduction of twenty per cent. on the 
| duty. 


Now, sup that a cargo of wool is im. 
ported and sche on Saturday next, of the ie 


of $100,000; the duty to be paid on that cargo 


would be $30,000. ppose, then, there comes 
another ship with an equal cargo of wool on Mon- 


|day. That cargo pays duty to the amount of 
$8,000; but the unfortunate man who imported on 


Saturday must pay $30,000, making a difference 


of $22,000 between those two men, merely because 


one happened to get into port on Saturday, and 
ay. 


| the other on Mon 


I was looking this morning at another statement 
_ which produces similar results. Suppose a cargo 


on Saturday next, and another cargo of the same 
/ amount is imported on Monday; the difference in 

duty between the two will be found to be more than 
| $43,000, that is to say, one man gains $43,000 by 
| being a day or two later in importing his goods, 
| This is proof, to go no further, to show that this 
| is a badly adjusted tariff provision. Other tariff 
_ bills passed heretofore have made provisions for 
| cases of this description. This makes none. 
| Sir, [ might go on and a to other details in 
| it; and particularly would I, 
| the consideration of the general question, object to 
| the reduction of the duty on wool in any way. It 
is low enough, and too cow, now. lam not one 
| of those who believe in the doctrine of our north- 
, ern friends, that the reduction of the duty on wool 
| will be beneficial to the agriculture of this country, 
| [ entertain the opposite opinion; and it is further 
| my opinion, that if this bill shall go into operation 
| as it stands, it will put the knife to the throats of 
millions of sheep in this country. The farmer 


of Manilla hemp worth, say $200,000, is imported 


|| cannot raise or keep sheep merely for the profit on 


| the carcass. If he is to receive nothing for the 
| fleece he will cease to keep them, and an immense 
'and growing business in this oer yielding 
nearly as many millions to the wealth of the nation 
| as cotton itself, will be abandoned. 

All these, however, sir, are considerations which 
sink into insignificance when compared with the 
evils of the great precedent you are about to set. 
I entreat the Senate to pause and not sanction such 
a measure as this, which mee lead to conse- 
quencee hereafter most fatal, perhaps, to the peace 
and Union of these States. 

The sections of the bill which Mr. Crayton 
proposes to strike out, are the following: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That on and after the 
first day of July, 1855, there shall be a reduction of twenty 
per centum on the rates of duty imposed by the act entitled 
* An act reducing the duty on imports, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved July 30, 1846, on the goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported from foreign countries, enumerated 
and provided for in schedules A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and H, 
| and also those provided for in the third section of said act, 
except as hereinafter provided. : 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the following 
named articles, embraced in schedule D of the said act of 
| 3lst July, 1846, be, and they are hereby, transferred to 
schedule C, to wit: Manufactures and articles of silk, or 
of which silk sball be a component maferial ; that the man- 
ufactures and articles of flax, or of which flax shall be a 
component materia!, and blankets of all kinds, embraced 
in schedule E of the said act.of 31st July, 1846, be trans- 
ferred toschedule D ; that wool, unmanufactured, shall be 
transferred to schedule G ; that flax unmanufactured, silk, 
| raw, with or without the gum, not being doubled, twisted, 
or advanced in manufacture in any way; jute, Manilla, 
and Sisal grass, coir, and other ee substances, un- 
manufactured, not otherwise provided for ; lac spirits ; lac 
sulphur; lamp-black; Prussian blue; articles not in 4 
crade state used in dyeing or tanning, not otherwise pro- 
vided for ; brimstone, crude, in bulk ; cream-of-tartar ; ex- 
tracts of indigo ; India rubber, in bottles; slabs or sheets 
unmanufactured ; extract of madder; barilla; cudbear; 
bleaching powder, or chloride of lime ; indigo ; cochineal ; 
woad or pastel; acids: acetic, benzoic, boracic, citric, 
moriatic, white and yellow, nitric, oxalic, pyroligne 
and tartaric, aad all other acids of every description use 
for chemical, medicinal, or purposes, not 
otherwise provided for, be transferred to ule H. And 
that salt, berries, nuts, flowers, plants, and vegetables, 
used exclusively in dyeing or in composing dyes ; but no 
article shail be classed as such that has undergone any 
manufacture ; Brazil-woad, brazilletto, and all other dye- 
woods in sticks ; burr-stenes, or unwrought ; co- 
dilla, or tow of hemp or flax; fruits and vegetables, green 
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manufacturing purposes, not otherwise provided for ; dolt- 
ag-clotbs madder-root, madder ground or prepared; ice ; 
animals of all kinds, be transferred to schedule I. 

sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, which shall be imported trom foreign 
countries after the passage of this act, and be in the public 
stores on the first day of July aforesaid, shall be subject, 





on entry thereof for consumption, to no other duty than if 


the same had been imported respectively after that day. 
Sec. 7. 

any goods, wares, and merchandise, imported on and after 
the lst day of July aforesaid, the decision of the collector 
of the customs at the port of importation and entry, as to 
their liability to duty or exemption therefrom, shall be final 
and conclusive against the owner, importer, consignee, or 
agent, of any such goods, wares, and merchandise, unless 
tue owner, importer, consignee, or agent, shall, within ten 
days after such decision, give notice to the collector, in 
writing, of his dissatisfaction with the same, setting forth 
therein distinetly and specifically his grounds of objection 
thereto, and shall, within thirty days after the date of such 
decision, appeal therefrom to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whose decision On such appeal shall be final and conclu 
sive; and the said goods, wares, and merchandise, shall be 
liable to duty, or exempted therefrom accordingly, any act 
of Congress to the contrary notwithstanding, unless suit 
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And be it further enacted, That on the entry of 
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case has come because it is eminently important, I i any pertion of that which is proposed to be stricken 
may say maneeenez of do something with our rev- || out. 

enue system. e see the excesses of legislation |, In reference to what has been said by my hon- 
to which we are led by the large surplus revenue; | orable friend from Delaware, | wish to state that, 
and we see, sir, or, at least, | think we see, that | for one, I shall proceed with regard to this bill, 
trade requires the relief which this will afford it; | both in proposing and in voting upon amendments, 
and looking to the very great benefits which | be- || just exactly as if the bil! were here at a point 
lieve would-ensue from the adoption of this meas- | earlier in the session; and I will not consent to 
ure, I think we should be justified, under the | eurrender the whole authority and contro! of the 
circumstances, in adhering to this provision and | Senate over the general appropriation bills, be- 
retaining it here. We did not putit here. If the || cause it has so happened, from the delay of the 
House should ever send on the appropriation bill | House in passing this bill, that we reach it but 
a measure which is contrary to the views of a. three days before the close of the session. ‘T'o do 
majority of the Senate, they can strike it out and | so would be, in my opinion, now, at once and for- 
take their stand; but if the opinion of the Senate || ever, to announce that the Senate stands ready, 
is that the provision itself is a good one, and not | under similar circumstances, at all times hereafter, 
only good, but one which will carry blessings toa | to surrender its judgment upon the details of a 
large portion of the American people, why should | measure, and to take whatever may be sent by the 
they not adhere to it? | House of resentatives unamended and uncon- 

ow, sir, in the conjuncture of circumstances | si 


in which we are placed, is it not evident that we 


| sidered , for this is not one of those cases in which 








shall be brought within thirty days after such decision by 
said Secretary, for any duties that may have been paid, or 
may thereafter be paid, on said goods, or within thirty days 
after the duties shall have been paid in cases where such 
goods shall bein bond. 

Sec. 8. nd be it further enacted, That on and after the 
Ist day of July aforesaid, all provision of existing laws in- 
consistent with the provisions of this act shall be inoperative 
and void. 


| the Senate has possibly the alternative left of re- 
should do better for all interests to adhere to this, | jecting the bill. We are obliged to pass an appro- 
rather than strike it out, and take the chance of || priation bill, and, therefore, there are but two 
what may follow its rejection? || alternatives left us. They are either to insist upon 

But | am admonished by the Senator from Del- | our right of amending the bill where we think it 
aware, that this may be a dangerous precedent || requires amendment, or to agree to pass just what 
hereafter; that the House may attach to appro- || the House sends us, without amendment or con- 
priation bills hereafter measures which would put | sideration. 


>: 


2 ee 
eS hana ee: 
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, as a general 
proposition, no man agrees more thoroughly with 
the Senator from Delaware as to the impropri- 
ety of the practice of what is called ‘‘tacking”’ 
than I do, and | believe no man has endeavored 
more earnestly to prevent it; but, sir, to say that 
this is without precedent is a great mistake. 
‘There may be no precedent which has gone to 
this length, but there have been precedents—in- 
deed, hardly an appropriation bill passes which 
does not contain one, so far as the principle is con- 
cerned. Indeed, sir, we havea conference now 
engaged, as I understand, on a subject of differ- 
ence between the two Houses, because an incon- 
gruous matter was put upon the Indian appropria- 
tion bill; butthatis notall. It will be remembered 
that, on the civil and diplomatic bill, there has 
been more than one instance in which there has 


been legislation in regard to this very subject of 


duties. Why, sir, it was upon a general appro- 
priation bill that a law was passed which sanc- 
tioned the circulars issued by the Treasury De- 
partment in order to carry out the act of 1846, and 
which made a very important modification in the 
system. 

But, sir, I do not propose to go into the ques- 
tion of precedent, because I feel, as the Senator 
from Delaware has said, that there is but little 
time to discuss these questions. And while I 


The last alternative I, for one, will 

at issue the Union itself. Sir, if the day should || never consent to accept. 

ever come when men shall beso madly intentupon || Having said thus much to state the principle 

these measures as to stake the Union upon them, || on which I shall proceed, both in voting for and 
| moving amendments, | propose to strike out from 


they certainly would not be restrained from trying 
| the fourth section all of itafter the word ‘‘that,’’ the 


them, by any consideration of congruity in the | 
objects of an appropriation bill. If the greater || first word of the section, and to insert what | shall 
consideration will not restrain them, the smaller || send to the Chair. Before sending it, however, I 
certainly will not; but if there was nothing of this i wish to state that it is, in substance, an amendment 
sort on the statute-book, so far as precedent is which was offered in the House in Committee of 
involved, they would still find a pretext if they || the Whole, ruled by the Chairman to be out of 
needed one. Sir, if that day should ever come— || order, and, upon an appeal taken from his decis- 
and sad day let me call it—when a majority of || ion, that ruling was reversed. This amendment 
either House shall be so madly and fatally bent || was agreed to in the Committee of the Whole, 
upon such measures as to stake the Union itself || but subsequently the tariff bill, to which my friend 
upon them, they will not be restrained from car- || from Delaware offers his motion to strike out, was 
rying out their purpose by any consideration as || inserted in lieu of what | now send to the Chair. 
to the congruity of the appropriation bills. The PRESIDENT. The amendment of the 
Sir, I do not think that, under the circumstances | Senator from North Carolina is to strike out all 
of this case, this could be referred to asa prece- || after the word “ that,” in the fourth section, and 
dent; because, as I said before, the history of its || insert: 
adoption shows that it was carrie@by no particu- 
lar section; that it was not carried by the whole 
of one party against the whole of another, but by 





«The duties paid on railroad iron actually and perma- 
nently laid down, from and after the 30th day of June, 1853, 
, P r | up to the Ist day of July, 1856, being for the full period of 
a mixture of all parties and all sections; and that || three years, shall, on satisfactory proof being made to the 
it was introduced, not as a competition between worn St ms wanes of the laying os as rent 

; 7h: cant re e e or company so layin OWN sAaic 
what os called ‘a clean bill an : no provision at) iron, or causing the same to be Yad oe . And from and 
all in relation to the tariff, but in a question as \ after the passage of this act, dyes, dye- woods, dye-stufis, of 
between a special and a particular provision, ap- || whatever name and nature, and wool unmanoufactured, 


ne Ory 
ee ple eel tae ee eal 


ee ee Sein ort tae 


ae 


Te get 


5 


A 
SS 


plying only to railroads and a general provision; } costing more than eight cents and less than sixteen cents per 
admit the general rule, | must at the same time be 


allowed to say, that there are exceptions, and I 


for one or the other we must have had in this bill. 
For one, I think—and certainly upon that subject | 


pound at the place whence imported, may, and shall be, 
imported into the United States free of duty: Provided, 





That in all cases of wool falsely invoiced and valued, under 
the foregoing section, to defraud the revenue, there shail be 
levied and collected on the same double the amount of duty 
now imposed by law on said article. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, in reply to 
| the honorable Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- 


think this case presents one. It must be remem- 
bered how it comes here; and it must be remem- 
bered what would be the result if the Senate were 
to succeed in striking out this tariff provision. It 
is well known that, in the House of Represent- 
atives, a proposition was offered to amend this bill 
by reducing the duties upon railroad iron. The 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole ruled it 


the Senator from Delaware must agree with me— 
that we had better have a general provision than | 
a special one. 
ut, sir, I stated some of these considerations 
yesterday, when I reported the bill to the Senate. | 


I said then that the Committee on Finance thought || rer,} 1 wish to make a few observations in addition 
it their duty, taking this view of the case, to pre- 


to those which I havealready submitted. It must 
sent the bill to the Senate without amendment, || be remembered that this is a proposition to revise 
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out of order. The chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House, and the majority 
of those who usually act with him, voted to sus- 
tain the decision, buta majority of the whole body 
ruled it to bein order, and put in the proposition. 
That being before the Committee of the Whole, 
the alternatives were between a general reduction 
of the tariff like this, and special legislation only 
for the benefit of railroads. In that competition 
this provision succeeded, and after it was once 
upon the bill, the House retained it; and, asI said 
yesterday, it was retained by a vote from all 
parties, and from all sections. I do not say 
including a majority of all parties, but havin 
members of all parties and all sections. Indeed, 
sir, incline to think that there never yet has been 
a tariff bill which could command as many friends 
from different parties and different sections as this 
modification which is now before us. 

Well, sir, under the circumstances, when we 
come to see that the result of striking out this in- 
evitably would be to substitute another proposi- 
tion, which certainly | do not think as merito- 
rious as this, and would be to substitute special 
action upon the subject of railroad iron, instead of 
this general reduction; I think the case has come 
for an exception to the rule; I think, too, that the 





that the body might determineat once what course || 


it would pursue. If the Senate shall think as [ 
do, that we had better pass this bill, and if they 


also wish to obtain the amendments which they 
mean to 


’ ropose, the quickest and most conve- | 
nient m 








e will be to do what the Committee on | 


and change the whole tariff system of the country, 


| brought here to be considered by the Senate of the 


United States within the three last o—- of the 
session, presenting questions which would occupy 
the attention of the Senate for a month, if every 
man here were acquainted with the details of the 


Finance have recommended that they should do— || tariff system. There is no time to consider it. 
pass this bill without amendment, and then attach || That, of itself is a fatal objection to the proposition 
our amendments to some other bill. If, on the || in the bill which | desire to strike out; but, sir, 
other hand, the Senate should think it is better to | there are others. 


amend this bill, the Senator from Maryland (Mr. | 


Pearce] stands ready to propose the question 
which the Committee on Finance intended to con- | 
sider as a test; and if a majority determine to | 


amend, then they will bring in their amendments; | 


but if a majority refuse to amend, they would take | 
it as the sense of the Senate that this bill is to be 

passed asa whole, The committee will be gov- | 
erned by the opinion which the Senate shall ex- 


press. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, the motion 
made by the honorable Senator from Delaware 


embraces the striking out of several sections of this | them? Upon every true 
bill, commencing with the fourth, Before the || a republican Government, 


The House of Representatives has sent this 
measure, at this late stage of the session, when 
more than half of the members of that House, 
nearly three-fourths of them, will be succeeded next 
year by othermen. There never was such a polit- 
ical revolution known in thecharacter of the House 
of Representatives, as now presents itself. Shali 
the men whom the people have elected decide upon 
this great question, so vitally affecting their inter- 
ests, or shall those, many of whom have received 
their quietus from the people, and are dismissed 
from the punlic service, decide thy: question for 
a belonging to 

object to this attempt 
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question is taken upon that, 1 wish to submit a | 
motion for the Purpose of amending the fourth sec- 
I believe | have a right to move to amend 


to fasten upon the country, amidst the expiring 


agonies of the present Congress, a measure of this 
character. The Senate is in no temper to hear 
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debate on any subject. I havealrendy pointed out || in the civil a 
« monstrous absurdity in the tariff provisions of || placed there to keep them out. 


isis bill, and no man has pretended to deny that 
the absurdity exists, and no one can. Notwith- 


majority of gentlemen in the 


civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Let us beware, sir. The honorable gentleman 
from Virginia himeelf admits that there never was | 
a precedent which went to the length of this. The 
cases which he has cited are not of this descrip- | 
tion at all. If you can revise your whole tariff 
system in this way, you may undertake, in the 
same manner, to revise your whole judicial sys- 
tem, your whole revenue and postal system, your | 
whole criminal code, all your navigation laws, 
and all the laws most toephs affecting the vital in- 
terests of the country, can be pressed on the Sen- 
ate of the United States within the last three days | 
of the session, and the Senate forced to take them 
ne the other House dictates, or to go home with- | 


take it, and take it, too, as an amendment to the | 


out providing for the payment of the expenses of || 


the Government. I adhere to my proposition to 
strike out, and I hope the Senate will sustain it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, this is cer- | 
tainly a very important question. It is a propo- | 
sition which affects the industrial interests of the | 
entire country. It is a propesition to modify all 
the a revenue laws, and such a proposition 
is proposed to us at this late period of the session. 

Yow the first question which presents itself, in 
my view, is, whether this is out of time and out 
of place, without reference to the particular merits 
of the measure itself. Upon this point, there | 
seems to be a general concurrence of opinion; it is 
believed to be both out of time and out of place. 
The honorable Senator from Virginia, however, 
says that this measure will be an exception to 
the general rule; that though it is attempted to be 
forced upon the Senate by the House of Represent- 
atives in an improper place, we had better take it | 
as a choice of evils. Mr. President, I think that 
the forms ef legislation are the guardians of its 
principles. The issue now presented to us is 
whether, in view of coming events, with reference 
to the particular character of the next House of 
Representatives, this is the mode to make a 
precedent. The first and great question which 
presents itself naturally to the minds of our south- 
ern friends, is whether, by this course of proceed- | 
ing, you are not teaching bloody instructions 
which will return to plague their inventors in one 
year from this time, and, perhaps, less. 

Look at the measure submitted to us by the 
Senator from North Carolina. TheSenator from 
Virginia proposes, by the adoption of the bill as it 
comes to us from the House of Representatives, a 
— revision of the tariff policy of the country. 

‘he Senator from North Carolina proposes a 
special amendment, to promote particular interests | 
in this country. The amendment of the Senator | 
from North Carolina would be out of order if we 
had not the general proposition beforeus. Under 
the rules of the Senate, the Senator from North | 
Carolina could not offer his amendment unless he 
was authorized to do so by a committee. The 
appropriate committee of this body has already 
reported against his proposition. The Committee 
on Finance reported against the bill introduced by | 
the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Jones} to accom- 
plish the same object; and hence, [ say, the 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina 
would not be in order if there were not in the bill 
from the House of Representatives a provision in 
regard to the tariff. 

iow, sir, does this measure come to us from 
the House of Representatives? What was the 
manner in which it was placed in this bill? A 
breach was first made by private interests, by im- 
mense combinations of capital and energy brought 
here from various sections of the country, to pro- 
cure a repeal and payment back to railroad com- 
panies o oe a fone as There om 
no genera uest of the ‘the coun 
a mandification of the tariff; but theubgaibinetoas 
of State and railroad: corporations, before which 
the old combination of Bank and State sinks into 
utter insignificance, came here, in: the first place, 
for the purpose of getting $12,000,000 from the 
public Treasury; but not being able to get that, 
they propose to have $12, 1,000 iven to them 
on credit; and, as achuice of evils, this proposition 
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Mr President, the Congress now about to expire | 
During the first | 
year that we were in session, several fteaties were | 
negotiated and ratified. Under those treaties im- 
ortant advantages were conferred upon New Eng- 
and and the eastern States, to which I shall pres- 
ently allude. We have passed important measures 
at the present session; and now the question arises, 
have we time, during the next two days, to pass 
the appropriation bills, and properly consider a 
roposition which is to affect, more or less, all the 
mndustrial interests of the country? My friend 
from Virginia says that the exigencies of the 
Treasury, arising from a plethora, requireit. He 
at that evil is likely to continue; 

but upon that point I take issue with him. I say 





| this measure is unnecessary bé®ause the public 


Treasury will not be redundant in a year, or even 
in six months, from this time. Having made that 
assertion, I feel it to be my duty to sustain it by 
the proof, and I shall do so. 

During the past fiscal year nearly $10,000,000 
were received from the sales of the public lands. 
It is admitted that during the present fiscal year 
there will be a falling off of at least $6,000,000 in 
the receipts from public lands. We generally re- 
ceive about $3,000,000 or $4,000,000 of revenue 
from that source. Last year, in consequence of 
the railroad bills which we passed, we received 
nearly $10,000,000. The decrease in that item 
will be about $6,000,000. There is on the table a 
bill which came from the House of Represent- 
atives this morning. I refer to the bounty land 
bill, granting about twenty millions of acres to 
those who defended the country during the war of 


| 1812 That measure will tend, as a matter of 


| 





course, to diminish, to some extent, the receipts 
of the Government from the public lands. 
The falling off in the revenues in consequence 


| of the reciprocity treaty, will be about a million 


end a halfof dollars. I have before me the report 


| of the Secretary of the Treasury, giving full inform- 


ation on this point. He informs us that during 
the fiseal year @nding the 30th June, 1854, there 
were $7,398,000 worth of goods imported from 
the British North American provinces on which 
duties were paid, that are now taken off by the 
terms of the reciprocity treaty. The duties paid 
on those articles amounted to $1,524,457. he 
adoption of that treaty will consequently cause 


'a diminution in the revenue to the amount of 


$1,500,000. I desire to call the attention of gentle- 


/men from New York, and from the eastern States, 
| to the articles upon which the duties are taken off 


by that treaty. During the last fiscal year there 


| were imported from the British North American 


eee $390,000 worth of grain, flour, and 

readstuffs, on which the duty paid, pas per 
cent., amounted to $781,214. Of fish of all kinds 
there was imported $901,671 worth, on which the 
duty paid amounted to $180,334. Of coal, on 
which the duty is thirty per cent, there was im- 

orted $254,775 worth, yielding a duty of $76,432. 

hese are some particular items forming the aggre- 
gate of $1,500,000. _ 

Our friends in New England and New York, 
who are engaged in manufacturing, have, under 
the reciprocity treaty, their coal and their bread- 
stuffs free from Canada. Now, in order to have 
the manufacturers benefited still further, the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina proposes that wool and 
dye-stuffs shall be admitted duty free. I think 
that is going very far to aid the manufacturers in 
one section of the country. I do not 
them any advantages they may have; I only 
allude to this fact for.the purpose of showing that 
there is no absolute, pecaaing necessity, which 
should require us to force a proposition of this 
kind for the general revision of our tariff ie 
into the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

I undertake to say that the falling off of the 
revenue from imports during the current, fiscal 

ear will be between $10,000,000 and $12,000,000. 

‘have show? a diminution of $6,000,000 from 
the land revenue, and ofa million and a half in 
cons of the reciprocity treaty. I can show, 
by reference to the official returns of the T 
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|| notified us of his approval of the act for th 








____ March 1, 


nd diplomatic appropriation bill was | and $10,000,000. We shall then have, un 
5 a My opinion is, | sad gi0 Democratic tariff of 1 Soran ne 
| that both propositions are out of time and out of || current fiscal year, a decrease of $14,000,000 
| place, and deserve the defeat which so justly | our revenue. The President has this 
standing this, because there happened to bea large | awaits them. 
Houseof Represent- | 
atives, forsooth, in favor of this measure, we must || has done a great dea! of business. 


6, during the 
’ in 
mornin 


ment of the creditors of Texas. Add the ser, 
and three quarter millions appropriated by tha 
bill to the $14,000,000 which I have stated, and 


you have over $21,000,000 to be deducted from 
our resources for the current year. 

Sir, in view of.these facts, I think I may with 
propriety ask, why we should set such an ey. 
ample at this late period of the session, when we 
have so much other important and pressing busi. 
ness before us? Why depart from the usya! 
mode of legislation ? hy break down the bay. 
riers which our forefathers have established ang 
laid down for purposes of wise legislation? Wha 
are we to have to protect us hereafter if we brea 
down these barriers now? It seems to me that 
these questions cannot be answered, and this 
provision retained. 

I am opposed both to the provision of the bil! 
from the House, which the Senator from Delaware 
has moved to strike out, and to the proposition of 
the Senator from North Carolina; but the first 
question which presents itself is, whether, with. 
out reference to the propriety or impropriety of 
the proposed revision of the tariff, without consid- 
ering whether its provisions are correct or not, 
we will retain it in this bill. For my part I am 
opposed to it. I hope we shall go on with the 
regular appropriation bills, pass them, adjourn in 
peace, and let the industrial interests of the coun- 
try alone. 

Mr. COOPER. I need not say, sir, that I am 
opposed to the sections of the bill which the 
amendment of the Senator from Delaware pro. 
poses to strike out. I am opposed to them in 
principle, because they strike a blow at the indus- 
trial interests of the oe ata period when 
those interests are in a state far from prosperous, 
I am opposed to it because it is introducing into 
the legislation of the country a néw rule by which 
the great interests the country may, by an 
amendment proposed in the last hours of the ses- 
sion, be destroyed one by one. You know, Mr. 
President, that a subject of so much magnitude 
as this, embracing, as it does, a great variety of 
objects, requires careful examination and a great 
deal of research, in order that legislation upon 
them may be judicious. There are embraced in 
the provisions contained in the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth sections of this bill, articles amounting to 
twelve or thirteen hundred in numbers, and yeta 
committee which cannot be otherwise than badly 
informed on the subject, undertakes to introduce 
such a provision as this, and force it upon the 
country, however reluctant it may be. 

Sir, I am opposed to this, and I intend to point 
out some of the inconveniencés and mischiefs 
which must necessarily result from it. 

Even if the provisions which are proposed to 
be stricken out had been well considered by the 
House, it is the right of the Senate to reéxamine 
them, one by one, through its Spaces com- 
mittees, and by its members, if they think fit, in 
order to ascertain whether the reduction or increase 
—for it proposes both to reduce and increase—be 
proper or not. Now, sir, we know, from the 
eae of many years, that the appropriation 
bills are scarcely ever introduced into the Senate 
until the last or of the session; and often not 
c ae ee t hours, and are then ‘oe 
through, without a proper opportunity being 
afforded to examine even the ordinary subjects 
which are embraced in them, with that care and 
attention which are required, in order to secure 
just and spesoecmte legislation, Yet the mischie/s 
resulting hasty legislation on appropriation 
bills generally are much less; for the-subjects 
ordinarily pevpaeed to be introduced into acts of 
legislation of this kind are generally well under- 
stood. We know in advance something of what 








is necessary to support the Army; something of 
the amount that is necessary to keep up the Navy 
in a proper state of ficiency: something near the 
amount that is ne to defray the expenses 
of our diplomatic s; and so of all the other 
various subjects w imes find their way 
into appropriation bi tif these appropriations 


bills are to be made the vehicle of legislation for 
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an opportunity might be afforded to discuss them || one by one, all the interests of the country may | 


fully, and to have a fair exposition of the views 
of the various parts of the country upon them. 
But if this course be pursued, that will be utterly 
impracticable, $y nis 9 
Asa general thing, this kind of legislation, em- 
bracing incongruous subjects in the same bill, is 
mischievous, and has always been reves by 
every well-ordered deliberative body; but here we 
are about to break down the barriers between con- 
gruity and incongruity, and introduce into the 
appropriation bills, designed for a particular ee 
pose, all kinds of subjects, miscellaneous in their 
character, diverse in their objects, and thus ren- 
der impracticable what is alwaysdifficult: | mean 
legistation in regard to the duties required on fab- 
rics of foreign manufacture. | 
Now, sir, without d to impropriety of time 
or place, is this kind of legislation justified by the 
condition of things existing in the country? A | 
year ago it may be admitted that the country was 
in a prosperous condition, that most of its indus- 
trial interests were flourishing, and remunerative 
to those engaged in them; but suddenly, from cir- 
cumstances over which this Government had no | 
control, an entirely different state of things took | 
place. Instead of the prosperity existing a year 
before, a very general prostration of the industrial 
interests and businessof the country now prevails. 
This prostration pervades all the departments of | 
industry. It is not only the one which I am sup- 
* posed particularly to represent on this floor that 
is suffering, but all other branches of industry | 
have been affected, more or less, by the operation 
of the causes to which I have referred. The iron 
interest, one of the most important in my own 
State, is now in an extremely depressed condition. 





Already influenced by causes independent of our || 
legislation, many manufacturing establishments | 


have been prevented from going into operation, 
as they would have done if the prosperity of the 
country had continued as it existed a year ago. 
Some of these establishments have ceased oper- 
ations entirely, whilst others have been com- 
pelled materially to curtail them. This is true 
of the woolen and cotton interests which exist 
in my own State, as well as of the iron interest, 
though not to the same extent. They, too, feel 
the pressure of the times; they, too, are suffering, 
and need the helping hand of Government in 
order to the enjoyment of a proper degree of pros- 
perity. But instead of this, all these branches of 
industry are met with legislation calculated to 
prostrate and destroy them. 

Now, sir, is this the time, independent of other 
circumstances, to introduce a measure of this 
kind? The Senator from Virginia has said that 
this measure will carry blessings into the homes of 
the American people, Sir, he is mistaken. In- 
stead of blessings, it will carry misery and want 
to the hearths of thousands and tens of thousands 
of the laborers of the country, who are now com- 
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paratively prosperous and happy. It will drive 
them from the employments by which they earn 
their bread to seek a livelihood in new vocations 
with which many of them are unacquainted. This 
will be one of its effects; and if the Senator from 
Virginia doubts it, he has but to solicit informa- 
tion, which will come to him thick and fast from 
every quarter of the country, and especially from 
the manufacturing. and mining districts. Sir, if 
he will but condescend to “inquire, he will learn 
how widely he mistakes the condition of things 
that will ensue upon the of this measure. 

Mr, President, 1 do not oppose this measure for 
the purpose of consuming the little anening time 
of the session; but I regard it as a duty which I 
owe to the interests of industry everywhere, and 
especially in nyo 8. Bias to make such feeble 
Opposition as I can to this most untimely and 
uncalled-for legislation, 

_Another of the evil effects of this measure con- 
sists in the precedent which it will help to estab- 
lish, namely, that of placing every particular inter- 
est of the country at the mercy of combinations: 
The iron interest may be assailed to-day—a com- 
bination of the railroad men and those who want 
cheap iron, and think they can get it in this. way, 
may strike itdown. To-morrow those who want 
ee may call for a reduction of the duty 
on that article, and then there will be a combina- 
tion, induced by interest, on the part of all those 
to whom this would be desirable. In this manner 


that branch of industry may be destroyed; and so, 





| I will ask to amend the bill by introducing the 


the revision of the tariff, to be effected by the | 
| fourth, fifth, and sixth sections of this bill is not 


| already found a place in it. 
| Dix’s bill to provide for the indigent insane at- | 
| tempted to be ingrafted on it. 


' our Massachusetts friends especially, remember | 


: 
| 


be stricken down. 
Sir, this is neither the way nor the place to le- | 
islate on this subject. The proper way is so to | 
islate as to balance interests, and thus prevent | 
very high duties or ruinously low ones, so that all | 
may be regulated properly; and that, acting one 
upon the other, all may be kept down to a mod- 
erate standard; but that will not be the caseif this | 
system be pursued. Establish the precedent by 
introducing this, which is at once the largest and | 
most difficult of all subjects of legislation, into | 
your appropriation bills, znd you will find here- | 
after that, instead of being a bill to provide for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government, | 
it will be a great omnibus into which all the legis- 
lation of the country,congruous and incongruous, | 
will be crowded together, to the detriment of the || 
whole. Such will be the inevitable result; and [ 
now give notice that, if this measure shall prevail, 





French spoliation bill which was defeated by the | 
Executive veto. It is much more congruous,and | 
more in harmony with the pending measure than || 
the tariff. It provides for the payment of a class | 
of creditors to whom justice has been long post- | 
poned; and if anything could justify a departure | 
from the proper and ordinary rules of legislation, | 
it would be to provide for a class of men who have 
so long been suppliants to Congress for justice. 
Under ordinary circumstances, | would not at- | 
tempt to introduce into the appropriation bill a || 
subject which I admit to be incongruous; but if | 


| 





stricken out, I shall consider it proper to introduce || 
the bill to which I have just alieetis Somebody | 
else may introduce the river and harbor bill, which | 
is equally proper with what will, in that case, have | 
We shall find Miss | 


Numerous other | 
subjects will present themselves, and members will 
claim the right to have them inserted. And why | 
should they not, after having inserted the tariff? || 

I need not recur.to what has been said already | 
by my friend from Delaware, [Mr. Crayron,] | 
and said so much better than I can say it, that it | 
is playing into the hands of classes in all sections | 
of the country who are pleased with agitation. 
You will find measures of dangerous tendency | 
constantly thrust upon you, and especially in the | 
last days of the session, when your time is occu- 
pied with measures of indispensable and pressing 
necessity, from which your attention cannot be | 
diverted without detriment to great public interest. | 
Measures of this kind will be crowded upon you | 
in the expiring hofirs of the session, to multiply | 
the confusion which ordinarily reigns, and to make 
legislation uncertain and dangerous. 

Mr. President, perhaps the most fatal blow that 
is to be struck by this measure is upon the inter- 
ests of my own State; but let not those who re 
resent other States and other interests ‘lay the 
flattering unction to their souls ’’ that they are to 
be exempt from similar treatment when the time || 
for it shallarrive. Let our New England friends, | 


that they have great and important interests which || 
require protection as much as the iron, or wool 
and coal of Pennsylvania, that may be sometime 
or another affected in the same way. Let them 
remember that their day, too, will come, and | 
that, although they may unite to-day, as they | 
did a few days ago with their ancient enemies, to 
break down and prostrate the interests of Penn- 
sylvania, it may not be long before they will be 
treated in the same way, and have the chalice 
which they are now commending to our lips re- |) 
turned to their own. Though it may be all 
here by the representatives of Massachusetts that 
she needs no protection, we should remember 
that this is not language of their constituency, | 
who, if I am rightly informed, deprecate the course | 
pursued by their rs on this floor. Of this 
» Mr. President, I-am certain, that if this 
be not the language of Massachusetts to-day, it is 








not long since it has been. 
_ Mr. ident, I desire no improper combina- 
tions to. sup Pennsylvania interests. I desire 


to ally myself neither with the East, the West, 
the North, or the South, to ward off this blow, in 
any other way than justice and a community of 
interesta. should unite us. I would have been 


|| peal. 


happy, it is. true, to stand side by side with the 
Senators of Massachusetts, as in times past, to 
prevent injustice to the interests of their State and 
mine, ! would have been giad of it on account of 
old associations and memories, and of common 
interests, preserved and promoted by common 
efforts. . | would have been glad, too, to have seen 
them remain true to their ancient faith and ancient 
friendships; but, sir, they have gone, and peace 
go with them. 

Now, sir, is it possible that we can legislate 
judiciously upon this measure? Did you, sir, ac- 
quaint yourself, or have you had an opportunity 
to acquaint yourself, with the provisions of this 
bill before to-day? Until the last hour, my eyes 
have never rested upon a page of this appropria- 
tion bill. 1 believe it was not printed until yes- 
terday; and certainly, it did not come upon our 
desks until to-day. Yet the almost innumerable 
subjects embraced in the various schedules of the 
act of 1846, amounting to twelve hundred and up- 
wards in number, are brought in here to-day to be 
passed upon en masse in the course of a few min- 
utes, without consideration, without investigation, 
without knowing what interest we may prostrate, 
or what injury we may do. 

it is objectionable, Mr. President, in another 

intof view. It is objectionable because it forces 
Benators to act undercompulsion. Flere, to-day, 
I feel that 1 am acting under compulsion. I know 
that it would be wrong to defeat the appropriation 
bill. I feel that it would be wrong to compel the 
President to bring Congress together in an extra 
session; yet I must either permit that to be done, 
or I must take the bill as | find it, without con- 
sideration, or without attempting to show, by a 
minute examination of it, that it is subject to the 
gravest objections and destructive to great and 
vital interests. This measure is wrong for these 
reasons, if for no others. But it is wrong for 
manifold reasons, and although the reduction of 
duty which it proposes might be so smal) as to 
create no great distress on that account, it will 
have, nevertheless, all the effects of an entire re- 
Why so? Because, sir, it will be known 
hereafter that this subject may be brought into 
Congress alone; that the great railroad interests 
of the country, now become prominent, powerful, 
and influential, may come here whenever it suits 
them, and by allying themselves with other inter- 
ests strike down the iron interest. If the subjects, 
as formerly, were treated as a whole,and brought 
in together in one bill, there would be that kind of 
balancing of interests which would protect all; 
but now, if this measure should be adopted, the 
security which we formerly felt we possessed in 
the fact that this measure would be acted on by 
itself is lost; and we feel ourselves at the mercy 
of such combinations as various opposing interests 
may dictate—such interests as are guided by no 
other motive than selfishness. We know it; we 
feel it; and the manufacturers of my own State 
would as soon to-day see theduty entirely repealed 
as that this bill should pass in the form in which 
it comes from the House. It may appear strange, 
but when you know how sensitive that interest 
is, when you remember the blows which it has 
souined,Iients which have prostrated it, break- 
ing down private fortunes, sending thousands and 
thousands of men adrift without labor, and with- 
out bread, it will cease to be a wonder that they 
would as soon see the duties entirely repealed as 
to see this system of legislation introduced. 

I may have more to say before the question is 
taken, but I have said enough now to indicate my 
opposition to the bill. I hesitated long before ! 
determined to oppose it at all, and it was not until 
I had consulted with those who are much wiser 
than myself on this subject, and on al! subjects, 
that I ventured upon this opposition; but as [ have 
embarked in it, f give notice that, if my physical 
energy permits, I will continue it until my object 
has achieved, if that be practicable. 

Mr. BADGER obtained the floor. 

Mr. WELLER. I ask my friend from North 
Carolina to allow me to introduce a resolution in 
regard to a bill which has passed the Senate and 
the House. We are now within. the last three 
days of the session, and we cannot have it signed 
without a suspension of the rules, 

Mr. BADGER. I yield. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULES. 
Mr. WELLER. | offer the following resolution: 
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Resolved, (the House of ves concurring,) 
That the 16th and 17th joint rules of the two Houses be sus- 
pended, so far as relates to the bill of the Senate 684, sup- | 
plemeatal to an act entitled “ An act to ascertain and settle | 
the private land claims in the State of California,” approved | 
March 3, 1851. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 would suggest to my friend | 
from California to strike out the limitation, and let | 
it refer to all bills, 

Mr. WELLER. I should have made the por 
osition in that way, but I was afraid that it might 
meet with opposition. If there be no opposition, 
I will do that. 

Mr. PEARCE. | object to its being generally | 
applied to all bills. 

r. BADGER. There is a rule of the Senate 
which expressly provides that resolutions sus- | 
pending the joint rules, or for agreeing to the sus- 

ension of the joint rules when proposed by the 
Eevenal Representatives, shall always be in order, 
and shall be immediately considered and decided 
without debate. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the | 
resolution as proposed. The Senator from Mary- 
land objects to a resolution suspending the rule 
generally. 

Mr. HUNTER. [ think it has been generally 
limited. I suggest to my friend from North Car- | 
olina that it is generally introduced with a limita- 
uuon. 

Mr. BADGER. If it is to be limited I shall 
certainly object to it. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the resolution. 

A Senator. There is objection to it. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now on | 
its adoption. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
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SLAVE TRADE IN CUBA. || 
Mr. MASON. On the 26th of July, 1854, a || 


message was received from the President of the || 
United States, communicating a report of the Sec- || 
retary of State, in answer to a resolution of the || 
23d of May, 1854, relative to the slave trade in || 


the Island of Cuba; but for certain reasons they | 
were not ordered to be printed. A call has been | 


character, and itis desirable to know what papers | 


shall be printed, and whatnot. I desire that those || 


papers may be taken from the file and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The order was made accordingly. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- | 
nouncing that they insisted on their disagreement | 
to the forty-eighth, fiftieth, fifty-first, and fifty- | 
second amendments of the Senate to the bill making | 
appropriations for the current and contingent ex- | 





penses of the Indian Department, and for fulfill- | 


ing treaty stipulations with the various Indian | 
tribes, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856; | 
that they agreed to the conference asked by the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon; and that they had appointed Mr. Haven, 
Mr. Onr, and Mr. Joun G. Davis managers at 
the same on their part. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution, which 
had been signed by the Speaker of the House: 

A bill to confirm the canal selections in the State 
of Ohio; 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of Brigadier 
General Richard B, Mason; 

A bill extending in certain cases the provisions 
of the act entitled ‘‘ An act to extend preémption 
rights to certain land therein mentioned,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1853; 

A bill for the relief of Charles W. Carroll; 

A bill to amend ‘‘An act to establish a land 
district in the State of Florida, to be called the 
district of Tampa;’ 

A bill to settle certain accounts between the 
United States and the State of Alabama; 

A bill to establish the collection districts of Cape 
Perpetua ard Port Orford, in the Territory of 
Oregon, and to fix the salaries of the officers of 
the customs therein; 

_A bill to prevent mistrials in the district and 
circuit courts of the United States in certain cases; 

A bill for the relief of purchasers and locators 
of swamp and overflowed | iands; 





the Navy; 

A bill for the relief of John R. Bowes, agent in 
charge of the property of the United States at 
Michigan City, in the State of Indiana, and of 
Isaac 8. Smith, of the city of Buffalo, New York; 

A bill making appropriations for the transporta- 
tion of the United States mail, by ocean steamers 
and otherwise, during the fiscal years ending the 
30th June, 1855, and the 30th June, 1856; 

A bill to amend the act approved 26th August, 
1852, entitled ** An act to reduce and define the 
boundaries of the military reserve at St. Peter’s 
river, in the Territory of Minnesota,’’ and for 
other purposes; ° 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Searle & Co., for 
extra service rendered the Post Office Department 
of the United States; and 

A joint resolution in relation to the New Or- 
leans custom-house. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration pf the civil and diplo- 


|| matic appropriation bill. 


Mr. BADGER. I desire, Mr. President, be- 
fore submitting a remark or two on the general 


| subject, to explain the purpose of the amendment 
|| which | have introduced, and the effect which I 
| design it to have. It is offered as an amendment 


to the fourth section of the bill; which section is 


'| the first of the five sections, comprehending the 


tariff part of the bill. If the Senate should agree 
to that amendment, I shall then call for a division 
of the question upon the striking out, on the mo- 
tion of my friend from Delaware, in hope that the 
Senate will retain the fourth section as it will stand, 
if the amendment which I have offered be adopted, 


and strike out the residue of the tariff bill. In | 


other words, my amendmentis proposedas a sub- 
stitute for the tariff bill sent to us from the House 
of Representatives as a part of the general appro- 
priation bill. Having said that, Mr. President, 
with the view of explaining the effect and opera- 
tion of it, I desire to say a word or two to my 


‘friends from Pennsylvania. They are naturall 
made upon the Executive for papers of a like || riends fr ennsylvania y are y 


solicitoug that the provision sent to us by the 
House of Representatives should not become a 
law; they manifest a natural and a just sensitive- 
ness to any provision by which the protection 
afforded by the tariff is to be stricken down or re- 
duced. But my friends will allow me to say to 
them that, in the eagerness with which they pur- 
sue their object, they are likely to fall into the 


|| mistake of losingall, because they are unwilling to 


concede a part. Now, sir, for myself, | am not 
disposed, if I can help it, to vote for a general 


| tariff bill upon this appropriatio® bill. I think that 
| such a procedure in itself is unwise; that the most 


mischievous consequences have followed to this 
country from frequent changes of the system of 
duties that governs our commercial intefcourse 
with foreign States; that nothing is more desirable, 
more highly important, than that some general 
system should be maintained with regularity; and 
that no deviation should be made from it, except 
in cases of necessity, and no general revision en- 
tered into, except upon the fullest and most accu- 
rate investigation, and the amplest time for debate. 
Bat, Mr. President, the amendment which I have 
proposed is intended to grant some relief, which 
is extremely important to my own State at this 
time, and to many other States similarly situated, 
to the great enterprises which are now on foot, 
and in which are put forth the whole energy and 
means of a large portion of the southern country. 
In my own State the measure of relief which my 
amendment proposes is of the highest importance. 
It is the case in other States, and I desire to obtain 
that advantage. It is the remission or surrender 
of duties on railroad iron imported and laid down, 
for a period of three years, commencing eighteen 
months past, and ending eighteen months after the 
passage of this bill. The amendment also embraces 
a concession as to the importation of dye-stuffs 
free of duty, and of the finest quality of unmanu- 
factured wool. Ifthatamendment can be obtained, 
I stand ready, for one, to vote agaist the tariff 
which the House have to incorporate 
in this bill. I do so for the reasons which I have 
stated of the general impolicy of undertaking, with- 
out extreme care, and full examination to revise 
so delicate a subject as the tariff generally. 
Now, sir, my friend from Pennsylvania {[Mr. 
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A bill to provide a more efficient discipline for 


Cooper] says that he looks upon this subject 

as a sectional man; he knows no North, Seca 
no East,no West; he is altogether American, { 
have no doubt, Mr. President, that my friend jg 
perfectly sincere, and thinks that that is the view 
which he takes of this and of se other subject. 
but he will pardon me for saying that we have had 
repeated proofs in the past, that Pennsylvania, up. 
known to himself, represents, in his mind, all these 
vast interests, and embraces the extent of this 
wholeempire. Sir, Pennsylvania spreads so vag, 
a disc, that she not only fills the zenith, but, in his 
view, she stretches even to the horizon; and whey 
he sees Pennsylvania, he thinks he sees North 
South, East, and West all combined. It is nat. 
ural; I do not urge it as an objection against him, 
His is a great State. His people have a greg, 
interest in this question; and while nothing wou)j 
induce him, consciously, to depart from the pur. 
suit of that high and elevated patriotism which in. 
fluences, and ought to influence, the dictates of his 
heart, he must permit me to say that he is eyj. 
os misled, and that the vast object which now 
fills his mind, directs his desires, regulates his 
conduct, and governs his vote, is Pennsylvania 
first, Pennsylvania next,and Pennsylvania all the 
time. Is it not so, Mr. President? 

My friend, in the remarks which he has just 
made, broke ground upon this subject. Hestated 
that he had said all he had to say at the present 
time; but he gave us distinct notice, entirely un- 
mistakable, that not only by reasoning and argv. 
ment, but so far as he shall possess physical 
powers, he will, by putting to the test the endur- 
ance of the Senate prevent the adoption of this 
measure, whether the Senate are in favor of it or 
not. Does not my friend see, at once, that the 
announcement of such a proposition does not 
show that enlarged and liberal view which he 
says, and I have no doubt, he thinks, actuates 
him? Does he not see that it springs from sec- 
tionalism? Does he not perceive that it is dic- 
tated by Pennsylvania interests? Does he not see 
that such an announcement _as that can only pro- 
ceed from a mistaken view, in his mind, of the 
great and leading motive which directs him in this 
species of assault? Now,I say to him, that irre- 
spective of the period of the session when this 
measure comes forward, it is right and just that 
he should debate it; it is proper and becoming 
that he should fully deliver his sentiments upon it. 
Even if it were the last day, I would say that he 
ought to do it, and that he ought not to be driven 
from discharging the high duty which he thinks 
he owes to his constituents and the country, by 
the consideration that the House have sent us this 
tariff bill in the last few days of the session; but 
will my friend allow me to call his mind to the 
distinction between doing that and announcing a 
purpose, by entering into a physical contest, and 
putting forth all the energies which his capacity 
of endurance will enable him to put forth, to pre- 
vent the decision of this question according to what 
may be the judgment of the Senate? I beg to sa 
to him that, as far as the general tariff is concerned, 
if he will allow me, I will stand by him and vote 
against its incorporation into this appropriation 
bill. But, sir, we are in such a situation in the 
southern country that we must have some relief. 
I am willing to obtain it with as little injury to 
the other portions of the country es possible. [ 
am willing to obtain it with as little displacement 
of the tariff regulations as ible; but if we can- 
not have it in a moderate form, I say to my friend 
that I must be compelled, however reluctantly, to 
vote for obtaining it in the form in which it is pro- 
posed by the House of esentatives. I shall 
deeply regret it, but necessity knows no law; ! 
must have some res for the portion of country 
which I represent; | must have some respect for 
interests which are languishing, which are strug- 
gling, which are endeavoring to bring forth the 
resources of my own State, and of the circum- 
jacent southern country; and if our friends who 
are opposed to the general revision of the tariff, 
will not give us any assistance, they necessarily 
drive us to do, from the overpowering considera- 
tions which I have stated, what, ot ise, we 
should willingly forbear to do. 1 hope, therefore, 
that it will meet with the approbation of the Sen- 
ate to adopt the ition which I have offered, 


< er the other provisions of the tariff part 
e bill. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, the subject of 
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the tariff has always heretofore been considered as 
that which, of all others, requires the most careful 
examination and the most mature deliberation. 
And surely, sir, this is right, when we consider 
that upon the revenue system of the country 
depend the means for the support of the Govern- 
ment, and influences always of the greatest import- 
ance upon all the industrial interests of the country 
—interests which are complicated and intricate, 
which are interwoven with, and depend upon each 
other—interests, commercial, manufacturing, and 
agricultural; for you can enact no tariff bill which 
will not affect all those interests, either directly or 
indirectly. See sir, when such a measure 
has been proposed, it has been the work of a long 


session of Congress. It has been the subject of 


much debate and discussion, bot" in the appro- || 


riate committees and the two Houses, and of 
foal and elaborate reports, often able, extensive, 
and minute, reaching, in detail, to all the subjects | 


which are comprehended in it, and tracing, with || us may be very much surprised to see the effect 


careful scrutiny, all the probable results of its | 
various provisions. 1 remember, sir, to have 


heard Mr. Webster say of Sir Robert Peel, whom || 
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examine thesubject. Notaday hadthey to devote 
to it—I think I may say not an hour. It is no 
fault of the committee that such has been the case. 
The chairman, [Mr. Hunrer,] if he had time, 
would, I know,~proceed to the examination of 
the subject with the assiduous care and intelligent 
inquiry which mark all his legislative labors. But 
neither he nor others have had the opportunity. 

It does not belong to this body to originate a 
bill of this kind. The Constitution has devolved 
that duty upon the House; and all that we can 
do is to consider and amend that which they may 
send to us. But when the Constitution has so | 
restricted us, we ought, at all events, to have it in | 
our power to examine carefully into these bills. | 
Must we swallow the whole without an inquiry | 
as to what’is in the dose? Shall we not look to | 


|| the ingredients so as to know what they are, and 





what are their proportions? Sir, if we pass this | 
| bill now we shall do that very thing, and some of | 
| of the bill prove to be quite different from that 
| which we now apprehend, 

I said that all tariff bills had a very important | 





he considered to be one of the most eminent states- || influence in two respects; one is in regard to the | ) ' 
men that ever labored in the councils of Great || supply of means for the support of the Govern- || penditures of the next fiscal year? It is truethat 


Britain, that when he introduced his great measure | 
for the reform of the duties on imports into the 
House of Commons, he analyzed, with a master’s 
hand, the. subjects of revenue and protection. 


i} 


| to be well informed upon it. 


ment. Let me ask the attention of the Senate for | 
| a few moments to this subject. I do not profess 
I have had no more 
opportunity than any ene else to investigate it; | 


Mr. Webster spoke with admiration, not only of || perhaps less than other gentlemen have had; but | 


the ability with which he treated the general prin- 
ciples belonging to the subject, but of the elaborate 
and exact information with which he entered upon | 
the minutest details of that system, showing how 
the operation of the proposed duties would affect 
the commerce of the country, in almost every || 
article of the various schedules, and what would 
be the resulting influences upon thegeneral interests 
of industrial England. 

Sir, how will the proceedings of the American 
Senate contrast with such ah exhibition as that 
which the great statesman of England made upon 
a similar occasion? Who is there here prepared 
to vindicate the general principles of this measure? 
Who is prepared to show its practical operation ? 
Who is there in this body who can tell me, ina 
word, without hunting up the provisions of the 
act of 1846, the provisions of the bill which is || 
now before me? Who can tell me what articles 





how is this measure likely to affect the revenue of | 
the country at the presenttime? In the first place | 
the revenue of the last fiscal year from customs | 
amounted to about $64,000,000, and from the. 
public lands $8,500,000. The operation of this | 


bill, taking off twenty per centum from the duties, 


per centum from the customs, and twenty per | 
centum taken from the $64,000,000 will be nearly 
thirteen millions. We may assume, then, that the 
operation of the bill directly will be to bring the 
revenues of the next fiscal year from the customs 
down to $51,000,000. Then,sir, I take it that the 
public lands are not going to bring us $8,000,000 
per annum, as they did last year. e have no | 
right, from the experience of the past, to antici- 
pate any such supply of money coming from that 
source, and more especially when we recollect that 





are included in the schedules of the tariff of 1846, 
and how they are to be affected by this tariff? 
We can all say, generally, that this tariff adopts 
a general principle of cutting down all duties upon 
the different schedules twenty per cent.; that 
brandies, which are now one hundred per cent., 
will come down to eighty per cent.; that wines, || 
which are at forty per cent., will be reduced to || 
thirty-two per cent., &c., but who can tell me || 
what articles are transferred from one class to || 
another, and who can say what articles not speci- 
fied by name are included in the general descrip- 
tion contained in this bill? Who can tell me what 
articles are affected by certain provisions of the 
bill by which transfers are made from the class 
paying twenty per cent. duties to that paying five 
per cent. duties? How many in this Senate, who, 
if they now know nothing of this bill, or are at 
eter but partially informed of its details, will 
be able to inform themselves by an examination 
in the few remaining days of the sessidn? Sir, | 
have sat in this Chamber ‘some two hours this 
morning, and I feel very confident that not half a 
dozen members of the body have given any atten- 
tion to the discussion which has been going on— 
one half have been out of their seats; others have 
been reading newspapers; some have been writing 
letters; others, again, conversing ther on differ- 
ent topics; and that is the way in which 4 measure 
80 vitally affecting the public welfare, and reach- 
ing, In its operation, to all the commercial, agricul- 
tural, and manufacturing interests of the country, 
18 treated by the Senate of the United States. Sir, 
let us never talk again about this august body, or 
pean to the character of a deliberative assem- 

lage. It is gone from the Senate of the United 
States, and I know not when it will return. 

Sir, this bill was not examined in the House of 
Representatives. It passed there by what was 
called a stampede. It was a great legislative 
spasm which gave it birth. It sprang from the 
throe ofan hour; and how is it to be examined 
and matured here? Sir, the Committee on Finance, 
of which I am a member, had no opportunity to 





our legislation at the present session disposes of 
vast bodies of the public lands, without our receiv- 
ing a cent for them into the Treasury. 
these bounties will themselves occasion a sensible 
expenditure of public moneys, in clerk hire, &c. | 
doubt, therefore, whether that source of the public 
revenue will yield one sixth of what was received 
the last year. Wecome, then, to about $52,000,000 
for the whole revenue of the next fiscal year. 

But this is not the whole reduction which is to 
be effected. Itis provided in the bill that some 
articles, which are of large import, shall be trans- 
ferred from one schedule of duty to another, which 
will lead to a much greater reduction than twenty 
per cent.; for example, there are transfers directed 
to be made from the twenty to the ten and five 
per cent. schedules, and the reduction of twenty 
per cent. being applied to these schedules brings 
the duties down to eight and four per cent. re- 
spectively. There is also a considerable addition 
to our free list. I do not know, and I do not sup- 
pose any member of the Senate is prepared to say, 
what is the amount of imports of those articles 
which are thus transferred under the bill, from 
duty paying classes to the class which pays no 
duy. or from the twenty per cent. to the eight 
and four per cent. schedules, 

But then, sir, look at the matter a little further. 
We are not to assume that the imports of the next 
year will be equal to the imports of the last fiscal 
year. We know that there has been a e de- 
cline in those imports. We know that in the last 
four or five months there has been a reduction of 
$6,000,000 in the duties received. I have heard 
the Secretary of the Treasury say, | believe that 
I betray no confidence in repeating it, that he 
anticipates a reduction of $10,000,000 of revenue 
from imports next year. ell, sir, if that reduc- 
tion is to ensue from a diminution of imports, and 
then there is to be the further reduction which 1 
have mentioned from the lessening of the rates 
of duties, the revenue will be greatly decreased. 
That is not all. There are other considerations 
yet tobe added. There is a large class of arti- 


cles which, as the Senator from Pennsylvania 
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says, now come in free under the reciprocity 
treaty with Canada. How much they amount to 
I do not know, but several millions more, | pre- 
sume. So that it will be very surprising to me, 
sir, if this bill be passed, if our entire revenue 
| should come up to the amount of $45,000,000. I 
'do not believe it will. I think our revenue of 
$74,000,000 for the last year too much for a proper, 
| fair, and an economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment. I admitted yesterday, and I admitagain, 
that it is not desirable to have a great excess of 
| revenue. I know that it leads to extravagance. 
| I know that where there is a surplus revenue of 
| millions, there will be a thousand schemes “for 
| plundering it, and I desire to reduce the revenue of 
| the country down to the demands of an economical 
| administration of the Government, which, while 
economical, shall yet be liberal towards all proper 
| objects of public expenditure, and whenever we 
can do so, upon mature consideration, | shall not 
| become slack inthat work. But I am not disposed 
| to make hasty and ill-considered reductions under 
| the peculiar circumstances of the case which I 
| have already describéd. 
| Then we should inquire what are to be the ex- 









| 
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| we cannot say with any precision; but they were 
| $75,000,000 last year. I understand that the ap- 
| propriations and expenditures for the Navy last 
| year were $10,768,000. The naval bill, which has 
come up from the Louse, this year appropriates 
nearly $15,000,000. Those of the War Depart- 
| ment were $11,733,000; and these we know must 
| be considerably increased by the addition to our 
Army of about three thousand men empioyed in 
distant and expensive service, for which this tlouse 


|| has already provided, and the House of Repre- 
| may be assumed to diminish the income twenty | 


sentatives will in some form undoubtedly concur 
| with us. What additions are to be made to the 
| expenditures for the eivil list, for foreign inter- 
| course, and miscellaneous matters, | do not know. 
But of this I am sure, that they can be no less 
| than they were last year; for we have created 
| new offices and raised many salaries, have pro- 
posed to pay in money $7,750,000 in lieu of the 
$5,000,000 of retained Texan bonds, and have 
passed an unusual number of private bills—all these 
items last year amounted to nearly $26,000,000 and 
| I think it is extremely probable that we shall And 
| the appropriations in all the general branches of the 
| Government increased during the present year. 

These are some of the general considerations 
which belong to the subject. I do not intend to 
| go into details; but, while [ am up, I will ask the 
| Senate to indulge me in a few remarks upon one 
or two articles, of minor importance, it is true, 
| but in regard to which I do not think the details 
| of this tariff have been well considered. The 
| people of my State are interested in various 
branches of business, some of which are amon 
the minor ones, but which, with_many others o 
a similar sort, make up an aggr€gate of a large 
amount in value. 





of this bill a provision ‘‘that Prussian blue, arti- 
cles not in a crude state, used in dying and tan- 
ning, not otherwise provided for, be transferred 
toschedule H.’’ Thatisthe five per centum class, 
| which, by the operation of the bill, will be reduced 
| to four per centum. This list of articles not ina 
crude state, but changed by American industry and 
labor into manufactured articles, includes chro- 
mate and bichromate of potash, which are exten- 
| sively manufactured in Baltimore. The chromic 
| ores are found in the neighborhood of that city, 
| and the part of Pennsylvania adjoining, and these 
ores are manufactured toa very large extent. I 
understand that the consumption of these chro- 
mates and bichromates is about twenty thousand 
pounds a week, at present prices, requiring 
$150,000 worth in a year. Well, sir, since the 
discovery of chromic ores in that region, and the 
manufacuring of these articles, the price has been 
brought down from twenty-five ceots to thirteen and 
a half cents per pound. The duties now are twenty 
comuth sand I understand that the comaeaee 
tween our manufactures and those of 
is a very close one. Reduce the duties to four 
per centum, and probably you will seriously affec*, 
if not entirely es the manufacture here. 

I have been told by one respectable person, 
that the duty of four per cent. will break up the 
establishment in which he has invested a large 
amount of money. But Senators tell me that this 
will not be the and that these words, ‘‘ not 





Now, I find in the fifth section’ 
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otherwise provided for’’ will completely prevent | considered, and considered by itself, irrespective 


the result which | anticipate. I do not think so; 


of and unconnected with bills of a different char- 


i think the words “not otherwise provided for” || acter, to be forced upon us by the House of Rep- 
refer to the provisions of this bill, and I cannot || resentatives; if we permit this to be done in the 


see how itcan possibly otherwise be construed. I 
know that ee from Virginia thinks differ- 

uy and ps heconsiders that it is very extra- 
ordinary that I do not arrive at the same conclu- 
sion to which he hascome. But so it strikes me. 
I think, therefore, those articles will be subject to 
this operation ofthe bill. While I am entirely will- 
ing to allow many crude articles to come in free of 
duty, for the benefit of American manufacturing 
industry, I am not willing to relieve from the 
revenue duties which belong to our system, or to 
transfer to a lower schedule, such manufactured 
articles as those which are the products of our 
own industry, as well as that of foreign countries. 
Especially should I be unwilling to do this when 
the prebable result would be by destroying the 
home competition, to give a monopoly te the 
foreign manufacturer, who, in such case, would be 


sure to raise the price, and thus burden instead of | 


benefit the consumer. 
But, if my construction of the words I have 


the operation will be eqaally disastrous. There 
is this provision, “ garden seeds and all other seeds 
for agricultural, horticultural, medicinal, and man- 
ufacturing purposes not otherwise provided for,” 
shall ** be transferred to schedule 1.” The article 
of linseed is not named, but as an article used in 
manufacturing purposes | suppose it comes in 
under the general description just quoted; and if 
the Senator’s construction of 

otherwise provided for’’ applies to the other section, 





| 
| 


| 
‘ || 
mentioned is wrong, there is another portion of || 
the bill in which the same words are used, where || 


expiring days of the session, when such a vast 
amount of business remains undisposed of; when 
all the great bills for the support of the Govern- 
ment are behind, some of them not yet even con- 
sidered by the Committee on Finance; if we allow 
this, and thus surrender up our equal share in the 
legislation of Congress to the other House, we 
become dependent upon it, subservient to its will, 
| and practically under its discipline and control. 

Sir, t will not consent to it. f the bill shall be 

defeated by my refusing to give my vote for it, it 
| shall be defeated. 1 am willing to go to the coun- 
try upon this issue, and let the people of the Uni- 
ted States determine whether it is a factious or 
| legitimate opposition. For my part, sir, I shall 
| not be sorry to see the civil and diplomatic bill fail 

in this House if these provisions be not stricken 

out; not because I do not consider that an evil; 

not because | would not avoid it if possible, but 
| because I think the time has come whi the Sen- 
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|| incurred, if we collect a large revenue. 
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|tikely to be incurred. Of course they wil) j, 


W? shall 


expend whatever we collect, if it be $120,000, 090. 
and it seems to me the great eneht of this an 


| 


ate must demand sufficient time to consider such | 


uestions as these, or abandon its independence. 
he practical operation of most of our legislation 


on the appropriation bills is, that the House keeps || 


them there until the Senate have arrived at sucha 
period of the session as renders it impossible for 

| them to discharge their duties understandingly. 
Great as this evil is, it is much less when con- 
fined to a measure for supplying the wants of the 
| Government for a single year, than when to such 


| a bill the House of Representatives adds a meas- 


the words ‘not || ure which affects the whole industry of the coun- 
|| try, does not expire with the fiscal year, but is 


and has the same effect in this section, it will not || permanent in its terms, and may not be modified 
be transferred to the schedule to which [ think it || without a serious struggle. 


ought to be transferred. We imported into the 
United States more than eleven hundred thotsand 
bushels of linseed during the last fiscal year, of 
which more than a million bushels came from the 
East indies. It now pays a daty of ten per cent. 
in the United States, while Great Britain allows 
its importation duty free. The consequence is, 
that Greet Britain imports a much larger quan- 
tity of this linseed from the East Indies than we 
do, besides immense quantities from the Russian 
possessions on the Black Sea and Sea of Azof. 
We import it for the purpose of making linseed 
oil, an article of large and necessary consumption, 
and not supplied by our manufacturers—the defi- 
ciency being made up by the importation of about 
a million and a half of gallons, almost all of which 
comes from England. The refuse, after express- 
ing the oil, ia shipped to England to fatten cattle. 
Now the price of linseed varies from $1 30 to 
$1 60 per bushel, and is, at present, higher still. 


So that the commerce of the United States in this | 


crude article, angounting to more than $1,500,000 
per annum, is well worthy the attention of a 
statesman. It would injure no American interest 
to allow its entry free of duty, but would directly 
benefit those concerned in the manufacture of the 
vil, and, most 
it cannot come in free of duty under the construc- 
tion of the words “ not otherwise provided for,” 
which Senators think the proper construction. 
These are not interesting details, I know, and I 
do not mention them with the expectation that 
they will have any effect upon the Senate, other- 
wise than to show that this is not a well consid- 
ered bill—that we are not certain how it is going 
to operate, and that it requires more careful con- 
sideration than can possibly be given to it at this 
time. I think, when I have shown some of the 
general ns which belong to the sub- 
ject, and a few of the details, to which I have 
stated specific ions, I have said enough to 


justify me in ng the measure -at this 
time. More ally do I think so when it 
comes to Us as an t to the civil and 


diplomatic sea bill. Sir, if we do not 
strike out this part the bill, we shall sét a very 


bad example for fature le - Bills for rais- 
ing revenue should no bills 
making i expenses of 


ea cee wi 
iw one is under thé control ori- 
ore : 
Spine other clas ert onelny SAIS th within the authority 
If we allow a measure of this character and im- 
portance, which heretofore has always been well 
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probably, the consumer too. But 





| 


| 


| more of an error, if it be one, than was found 


| in the tariff of 1842, which was originated as a 


| 


| 
} 





Mr. HUNTER. Some criticism has been 
passed upon this portion of the bill, which it 


| seems to me [ ought to notice as briefly as I can. 


First comes the objection made by the Senator 
| from Delaware, and the Senator from Maryland, 
| my friend, who find portions of the bill to which 
they can raise some opposition. The Senator 
| from Delaware says that we have made an im- 

roper discrimination between bonded goods— 

etween those which come in after a certain date, 
and those which come in before. I admit, sir, 


| that there is some error in that regard, but itis an | 
| error which can easily be remedied in another bill’ 


by subsequent legislation; and at any rate it is not | 


separate measure, and which imposed a duty 


without a sufficient previous notice to merchants, || 


and thus made them pay at a“higher rate when 
they had bought them under the expectation of 


paying only according to the then existing and | 


ower scale of duties. 
So great was the injury thus inflicted, that it 
has been the foundation of more than one petition 


which has been referred to our committee to have | 
the duties refunded. Sir, mistakes of this kind | 


will occur in every bill, no matter whether you 
mature it separately, or consider it, as this is con- 
sidered, in connection with an appropriation bill. 
Nor, sir, can it be fairly said th 
upon us suddenly, and that we have had no time 
to consider it. hat is it? {tis in its general 
principles merely a modification of the tariff act of 
1846. Does not every man know what that is 
who has attended to the subject atall? This con- 
sists in a reduction of one fifth of the duties im- 


posed by that act, and a transfer of a few articles 


to a lower schedule—of these wool is the most 
important, which is reduced from thirty to eight 
percent. The other transfers consist of a few dye- 
stuffs, which are carried to a lower Schedule, or to 
the free list. That is the whole of it; and can it 
be said that this isa proposition which none of us 
understand, which it requires time to enable us 
to study so as to the whole force of it? 
Surely not. We know what has been the effect 
and operation of that measure. I think I may 
say that we must all admit that“its consequences 
have been beneficial. We know that itnow 


in our eaney a larger amount of it 
is wholesome for us to have, and we believe we 
‘can stand the reduction of something like one fifth 
in that revenue without ‘it. 


I know that the honorable tor from . 
land talkes of 


the extravagant expenditures that 


at this comes | 


| 


|, toms. — \ 
| deduction mention 
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ure is that it will reduce our revenue to somethin, 
like the proper standard, and impose a practic,| 
check on mischievous and extravagant legislatio, 
But, sir, the honorable Senator from Pennsy!. 
vania, who first spoke, [Mr, Bropuean, } seemed 
to think that it was impossible that this would 
ield us revenue enough. Now, sir, | hold in my 
and a table, which has been very carefully pre. 
pared, not upon the importations of the fiscal year 
ending the Ist of July, 1854, because they were 
large and were made under an expansion, by; 
upon the importations of the fiscal year ending in 
| 1853. According to this table, which I say has 
been very carefully prepared, taking the rate of 
duties upon the various articles imported in that 
| year, according to the changes proposed in this 
| bill, £ find that the collection of revenue would be 
_ some $49,000,000 and a fraction, from the cus- 
1 acknow that. this is subject to the 
by the Senator from Penp- 
_sylvania, in regard to the articles which have 
been made free under the reciprocity treaty— 
amounting to something like a million and a half 
of dollars. It still yields us, though, $48,000,006, 
| and we all know that the proposed duties would 
probably yield more than that sum. “We know 
that when we reduce duties, imports increase; for 
| if you will look to the history of exports and im- 
| ports, you will find that they have much more 
than doubled since 1844; you will find that the 
tariff of 1846 acted like magic in increasing, not 
| only the exports, but the imports. This isto have 
| that effect, also. This will have the effect of 
| increasing the foreign trade by diminishing the 
burdens upon it. It is known, too, that it must 
increase, because our population is increasing at 
a rate something like three and a third per centum 
a year; and our wealth is increasing at a much 
larger ratio. The table of exports and imports 
will show that it is increasing even at a larger 
ratio than our population, 

In view of these circumstances, it seems to me, 
we may reasonably expect, from the customs 
alone, a revenue equal to what ought to be the eco- 
nomical expenditures of this Government. What 
were they during the last fiscal year? In the last 
fiscal year, excluding the payments of the public 
debt, they were something like $51,000,000—be- 
tween $50,000,000 and $51,000,000; and this in- 


| cluded $7,000,000 paid under a treaty with Mex- 


ico. Well, now we know that the public lands 
are bringing us in, at the present time, large rev- 
enues. About $8,000,000 were brought in during 
the last fiscal year. They will yield us fully as 


'| much this year. They will probably continue to 


bring in as much for a year or two, unless the 
bounty land bill, which has been passed in the 
House with amendments, should become a law. 
That will diminish the receipts te some extent. | 
know not how much. But I believe the revenue 
from the customs alone will, in the course of a very 
short time, equal what ought to be the expendi- 
tures of the Government, for its actual wants—l 
mean the wants exclusive of the payment of the 
public debt.. It would be a ey thing, a benefi- 
cial thing, if we could avoid this large surplus in 
the Treasury, which is tempting us into extrava- 
gant and mischievous appropriations, Need | 
enlarge upon the beneficial results which this would 
have upon trade? In proportion as you liberate 
it from burdens, in proportion as you make enter- 
prise and industry more profitable, and enable 





to in larger returns, you add not only 
to the general pene aad the wealth of the 
country, but'to its revenues. I do not believe it 
will nese long pels Vie Haase, will bring 3 . 
more than r yate wants 0 
she W waaly: Medak, Sete poor wl 
vt iscr ent, an 
wise, said—and I regretted to hear n say—that 
mppropristion bill fel it chia tara provision i 
retained init. Hlas hed i of the bane uences 
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